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FINANCE FOR BUSINESS, INDUSTRY & PROPERTY




LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT ECB CRICKET COMPETITION

Minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting at Bootle Cricket Club, Tuesday 20th January 2009.

Agenda Item 1:
Welcome and Roll-Call of Member Clubs;

The Chairman called the meeting to order and formally opened the AGM at 7.33 pm.

The President, Ken Jones gave his apologies.
At the invitation of the Chairman the Hon Sec carried out the roll call of member clubs.

	
	CLUB
	Present

/ absent
	Clubmark

	1
	AINSDALE
	
	

	2
	BOOTLE
	
	

	3
	BURSCOUGH
	
	

	4
	COLWYN BAY
	
	

	5
	FLEETWOOD HESKETH
	
	

	6
	FORMBY
	
	

	7
	HIGHFIELD
	
	

	8
	HIGHTOWN
	
	

	9
	LEIGH
	
	

	10
	LIVERPOOL
	
	

	11
	LYTHAM
	
	

	12
	MAGHULL
	
	

	13
	NEW BRIGHTON
	
	

	14
	NEWTON le WILLOWS
	
	

	15
	NORTHERN
	
	

	16
	NORTHOP HALL
	
	

	17
	ORMSKIRK
	
	

	18
	ORRELL RED TRIANGLE
	
	

	19
	PRESTATYN
	
	

	20
	RAINFORD
	
	

	21
	RAINHILL
	
	

	22
	ST. HELENS
	
	

	23
	ST. HELENS RECS
	
	

	24
	SEFTON PARK
	
	

	25
	SKELMERSDALE
	
	

	26
	SOUTHPORT AND BIRKDALE
	
	

	27
	WALLASEY
	
	

	28
	WIGAN
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	ALDER
	
	

	2
	BIRCHFIELD PARK
	
	

	3
	CALDY
	
	

	4
	HUYTON
	
	

	5
	NORLEY HALL
	
	

	6
	OXTON
	
	

	7
	PARKFIELD
	
	

	8
	SOUTHPORT TRINITY
	
	

	9
	WAVERTREE
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Hon Sec reminded club representatives that they should have their “pack” of club information in front of them on the tables that had been laid out in alphabetic order with two clubs laid per table and which included their laminated blue Full Member Club or pink Associate Member voting card and the various papers for this meeting. 
There were intended to be seven handouts per club and club representatives were asked to check their "pack".  A few additional copies of these papers were available from the side table area. 

Maghull CC was not represented and would be fined in accordance with the L&DCC Constitution Item.12.
A vote by a club during the meeting had to be made via the voting card.  The laminated voting card would be used as proof of a club's identity. Associate Member Clubs could only vote on item 6 under the proposals to the meeting, full member clubs could vote on all proposals 1 to 25. 
The laminated voting cards were to be returned at the end of the meeting to the Hon Sec…….
Agenda item 2: Obituaries;   

A one minute silence was observed for all those close to our clubs who had passed away during the year. 
The Chairman read their names.
L&DCC Obituaries Season 2008
	Armstrong Brian
	Ormskirk Cricket Club

	Campey,

James Philip Hoggard.
	Chester Boughton Hall Cricket Club, former Chairman of England Schools Cricket Association, former Chairman of the Cheshire Cricket Board. 

	Glayzer, Nicholas.
	Ormskirk Cricket Club.

	Jones, Joan.
	Merseyside Cricket Competition.

	Kelly, Alan.
	Bootle Cricket Club, former Chairman.

	Millichap, Ken.
	Formby Cricket Club past President

	Muldoon, James.
	St Helens Recs Cricket Club.

	Murphy, Leslie.
	Formby Cricket Club, Formby Hockey Club

	Parker, Geoffrey Howard. 
	Sefton Park Cricket Club, Lancashire County Cricket Club.

	Pike, James (Jim). 
	Bootle Cricket Club.

	Skinner, Cyril Albert.
	Bootle Cricket Club, Hale Cricket Club.

	Wilson, Norman F.
	St. Helens Recs Cricket Club.


Agenda Item 3: Minutes of past Meetings:
See attached

(i) Minutes of the AGM Jan 2008; 
(ii) Minutes of “Shape of L&DCC” SGM Jan 2008
(ii)
 Minutes of the pre season SGM April 2008;
(iii)
 Minutes of the end of season SGM Oct 2008;
(iv)
 Minutes of the 3rd XI end of season SGM Nov 2008.
Overwhelmingly carried
Agenda Item 4: Matters Arising;
There were no matters arising, the Chairman moved the meeting on.
Agenda Item 5: Presentation of the Annual Report by the Chairman; 

Another busy and eventful year in which the weather did its best, or should that be worst, to disrupt proceedings.

The Player Development Programme entered its second year in a different, more individual based format.  This has been a big investment as far as the League is concerned, but it pales beside the total amount spent collectively by clubs on overseas players. One idea being investigated for the future is to regionalise these sessions, so that more places per club are available and club coaches can gain further experience.

In the President’s Trophy two good performances against the holders, The North East League, and the Derbyshire League brought us up against the North Yorkshire and South Durham League who were too good for us on the day.  With our strongest team available we are more than capable of competing at this level. It will be interesting to see if ECB progress further with the idea of including Premier Leagues in a limited over competition together with County Second XIs and Minor Counties. 
Promotion and relegation is now a natural consequence of our structure, and my congratulations go to those who have achieved success and commiserations to those who did not. It is, however, sad to see Huyton going through such a difficult and painful time as a club and we wish them well with their struggle.

I have reported on a number of occasions that our season is by far the longest of all Premier Leagues, and the structure of our league has been the subject of much discussion during the season. My thanks go to Phil Cooper for the work he put in to sound out the views of the clubs on the way forward. I trust that the AGM will see us take a big step towards resolving this issue.  

The ECB continue to look at the role of Premier Leagues and how they provide a link between the recreational game and the first class game. We are still the only league with no restriction on the number of overs on the side batting first, but we continue to have one of the highest percentages of results. 

ECB are looking for Premier Leagues to make much greater use of the PlayCricket website.

Maintaining a high standard of Club Grounds and Facilities is always high on the agenda for the Management Committee and to this end I am pleased to be able to report that, within the last few weeks, we have been awarded a grant of £9000 from ECB to carry out Fine Turf Performance Quality Standards ( PQS ) assessments of pitches. The details of this are still to be finalised, but this will be implemented during the coming season.

It would be remiss of me not to mention two individuals who have called time on their active involvement with The Comp. 2008 saw the retirement of Ian Cockbain – arguably the most successful ever club captain within the L&DCC. Details of his record have been well covered elsewhere. Tonight also sees our retiring President leave the Management Committee after more years than he probably wants reminding of. Never one to pull back from saying what he thinks Ken has always done so in the best interests of the L&DCC. I have very much appreciated his support, particularly in my early days in office.  Both have been terrific supporters of the Liverpool Competition and we look forward to their continued support in a less active role.

My thanks, as always, go to my colleagues on the Management Committee. Chris has referred in his report to the time and effort put in by each and every one. Their commitment is amply demonstrated by the heated nature of some of the debates, which I’m sure would come as a surprise to most.

Finally my thanks go to Business Assistance for their active support during 2008.  The Agreement we have with them has enabled us to take longer term views over future development and I trust that their involvement with L&DCC will continue to be mutually beneficial during 2009.

Ted Williams

Chairman

There were no questions for the Chairman on his report.

Report overwhelmingly carried. 

Agenda Item 6: Hon. Secretary's Report December 2008
Once again this has been a challenging year for the Management Committee. Running the competition remains a mostly full time job for the Management Committee and one that is seldom dull. It is hoped by this Hon Sec that the spirit of Jane Austen lives on here in that application of heavy irony.
As is usual, it is not proposed to duplicate here most of the issues that would normally be covered in the Hon. Secretary’s report as these continue to be reported to clubs on a monthly basis in the ‘summary of minutes’ sent via e-mail. The workings of the M/C still remain for all to see, we try hard to be transparent and as usual the Hon Sec would be happy to add further names to this circulation list. 
Ultimately we are a democracy and scrutiny by the clubs is essential. The theme of democratic control of the L&DCC continues to be an important one to this Hon Sec; no one man or woman is above the L&DCC, no matter how long they spend on their computer or the telephone, it belongs to all of us - equally. On a similar theme, it is saddening that there were so many utterly disparate and seemingly automatic challenges to M/C in 2008 over any decision involved imposing a sanction upon a club.  The end stop position is always that a club can call an SGM if it truly feels it has been wronged and/or put up someone to stand against the alleged miscreant(s) on M/C at the following AGM. 

However this must not detract from a clear appreciation of the hard work and commitment shown by so many people on behalf of the L&DCC and which continues deeply to impress the Hon Sec. That which we have is truly admirable, but it would be very easy to lose and I particularly thank the many people who continue to be so helpful to me. 

In spite of occasional protestations to the contrary, perhaps including those above, it is still my absolute experience that this competition runs on goodwill and cooperation and we underestimate the importance of this and that of having a positive attitude towards difficulties, at our peril.

In concluding, it has been my particular privilege to have been able to work on M/C with Dr Ken Jones over the past six or more years. Ken, who retires as President this year, has epitomised for me the work ethic needed to get things done with a clear vision that we are here to work for the greater good of cricket in the L&DCC.
Chris Weston.

Hon Sec.

Dec 2008

There were no questions for the Hon Sec on his report.
Report overwhelmingly carried.
Agenda Item 7: Financial Statement and Report of the Hon. Treasurer

	Income & Expenditure Account (Unaudited)
	
	

	For the 12 months  ended 30th September 2008.
	
	

	
	£
	£

	Income
	2008
	2007

	
	
	

	ECB Grants
	14551
	15287

	Sponsorship – 2nd year of five
	3000
	3000

	Club Subscriptions – 28 Full / 7 Associate
	5700
	5655

	Junior Coaching contributions
	650
	0

	Handbooks - Club contributions
	3738
	3

	Fines – Administration & Penalties
	2055
	6313

	Fines - Meetings Non-attendance
	675
	

	Bank Interest
	1579
	1706

	Annual Dinner
	3509
	0

	Sale of Ties
	30
	79

	Miscellaneous
	127
	0

	Totals
	35614
	32043

	
	
	

	Expenditure 
	
	

	
	
	

	Payments to Clubs
	
	

	ECB Payments – 28 Full / 7 Associate
	11305
	11571

	Coaching Fund (Qualification Grants)
	200
	550

	Prize Money - Leagues (8)
	2225
	2225

	                     - Cup Competitions (3)
	725
	725

	Administration:
	
	

	Consultancy Fees: Webmaster
	1800
	1800

	Postage, printing, stationery & sundries
	1611
	1179

	Ground & Club Facilities report costs
	418
	417

	Travel & Telephone expenses – M/C
	560
	976

	Travel Expenses: F & R Sec.
	501
	

	Junior Coaching - Winter
	3538
	2005

	Representative Games – Senior
	405
	613

	                   Junior
	701
	856

	Match Expenses - K.O. Cup Competitions
	720
	516

	M.C.U.A Grant (Qualification)
	120
	140

	Subscriptions – LCB/Groundsman Assoc & LCC
	1828
	1910

	Trophies & Annual Awards
	793
	654

	Player of the Month Awards
	486
	378

	Insurances
	458
	448

	Tie Purchase
	30
	0

	Annual Dinner (2007)
	6056
	182

	Handbook
	
	

	Printing
	4582
	   

	Distribution
	745
	

	Sundries
	165
	70

	Depreciation – Computer & Fax
	0
	182

	
	 
	 

	Totals
	39942
	27397

	Surplus / Deficit for the period
	-4328
	4646


L&DCC 'Spirit of Cricket' Award Scheme – 2008 


Final tables

	ECB Premier League


	Team Ave

	Division 1


	Team Ave


	SOUTHPORT & BIRKDALE


	4.74
	ST. HELENS


	4.80

	ORMSKIRK


	4.67
	HUYTON


	4.73

	COLWYN BAY
	4.63
	SEFTON PARK


	4.69

	LYTHAM


	4.60
	RAINFORD


	4.61

	ST HELENS RECS


	4.57
	WIGAN


	4.62

	WALLASEY


	4.54
	NEWTON le WILLOWS


	4.59

	HIGHTOWN


	4.48
	WAVERTREE


	4.57

	MAGHULL


	4.35
	ORRELL RED TRIANGLE
	4.55

	FLEETWOOD HESKETH


	4.34
	SKELMERSDALE


	4.46

	NEW BRIGHTON


	4.33
	LEIGH
	4.45

	BOOTLE


	4.24
	AINSDALE


	4.34

	NORTHERN 

	4.20
	NORTHOP HALL 

	4.31

	FORMBY 


	4.00
	HIGHFIELD 
	4.28

	PRESTATYN 


	3.70
	LIVERPOOL 


	4.18


 ‘SPIRIT OF CRICKET’ LEAGUE TABLES

(FINAL TABLE - Up to & inc. 13th September, 2008 )

PREMIER DIVISION

SOUTHPORT &B.
4.74 

WINNERS and 2nd best mark over 2 Divisions.

ORMSKIRK

4.67

COLWYN BAY

4.63

LYTHAM

4.60

ST. HEL. RECS

4.57

WALLASEY

4.54

HIGHTOWN

4.48

MAGHULL

4.35

FLEETWOOD  H.
4.34

N. B’TON 

4.33

BOOTLE

4.24

NORTHERN

4.20

FORMBY

4.00

PRESTATYN

3.70

‘SPIRIT OF CRICKET’ LEAGUE TABLES

(FINAL TABLE - Up to & inc. 13th September, 2008 )

FIRST DIVISION

ST. HELENS

4.80             
WINNERS and best mark over the 2 Divisions

HUYTON

4.73

SEFTON   PK 

4.69

RAINFORD

4.61

WIGAN

4.62

NEWTON le W

4.59

WAVERTREE

4.57

ORRELL R/T

4.55

SKELMERSDALE
4.46

LEIGH


4.45

AINSDALE

4.34

NORTHOP HALL
4.31

HIGHFIELD

4.28

LIVERPOOL

4.18

THE BUSINESS ASSISTANCE L&DCC – Awards, 2008
1st XI  -
Premier Division
-
winners
-
Ormskirk
£300



-
runners up
-
Bootle
£150


First Division
-
winners
-
Northop Hall
£250



-
runners up

Newton-le Willows
£125

2nd XI -
Premier Division
-
winners
-
New Brighton
£200



-
runners up
-
Ormskirk
£100


First Division
-
winners
-
Formby
£200



-
runners up
-
Leigh
£100

3rd XI Saturday


Premier Division
-
winners
-
Northern 3
£125



-
runners up
-
Sefton 3
£  75


First Division
-
winners
-
Northop Hall 3
£125



-
runners up
-
Northern 4
£  75

3rd XI Sunday


Premier Division
-
winners
-
Orrell R/T 3
£125



-
runners up
-
Colwyn Bay 3
£  75


First Division
-
winners
-
Wallasey 4
£125



-
runners up
-
St. Helens 3
£  75




       

                                                                                                                              ---------




Total:                                                                  £2,225
      



                                                                                ---------

Cup Winners/Runners-up
The Business Assistance  L&DCC KO



-
Bootle


£200



-
Wallasey

                                               £100

Chester Cup
-
New Brighton

£150



-
Wigan


£  75

Embee Trophy
-
Wallasey


£125



-
Northern


£  75

                                                                                                                                -------




Total:                                                                    £725
                           
                                                                                                                    


                                                                                                        -------

NOTES RE – L&DCC ACCOUNTS Y/E 30/09/08
1. It has not been possible for the 2008 Accounts to be audited as of the date of the AGM owing to a recent illness of Auditor John McGlashan who is recovering but is not yet fully operational. Audited copies of these Accounts will be forwarded to Clubs as soon as available.

2. Both the Income and Expenditure items have been shown to illustrate the losses on the provision of the 2008 Handbook and the 2007 Annual Dinner.

3. INCOME
a) ECB Grants: Figure varies dependent on the U.21’s Grant figure. This will no longer operate in 2009 when a fixed sum in the region of £3,000 will be paid which M/C are currently looking to allocate towards 28 Ground/Pitch Reports – full information to follow when detailed costings are known.

b) Fines – Administration & Penalties: The reduction is mainly due to the loss at 3rd XI level owing to the direct entry of results on PlayCricket.com. The 2007 Income figure was inflated and above average owing to the inclusion of outstanding 2006 Fines.

c) Fines – Meetings Non-attendance: Shown separately this year as an inevitably increasing figure as number of Member Clubs increase.

4. EXPENDITURE
a) Coaching Fund: Not a true reduction. A number were approved following the year end and appear in the 2009 Accounts.

b) Administration: Increase of 20%+ is due to the ever increasing number of meetings attended plus overhead of operating a Premier League in 2008.

c) Junior Coaching: The cost in 2009 will be circa. £4,500.  The last two years have been funded from reserves to establish the system. Clubs now underwrite the expense of both the pre & post Christmas sessions by the annual contribution of £150 with the balance being funded from Fines.
Malcolm Barber ( Hon. Treasurer )                                       




    January,2009
Birchfield Park and Leigh CC felt they had not received their L&DCC Statement for this year. The Hon Treas showed the meeting the audit trail and BACS payment schedule, monies had been sent to the Club Bank Account as identified by the officer designated in Handbook 2008. The two clubs said that they would look into this.

There were no further questions for the Hon Treasurer
 Report overwhelmingly carried. 

Agenda Item 8: Determination of the subscription for the ensuing year;

Notes re-2009
Determination of the subscription for the ensuing year;

The Annual Subscription will remain at £180 in view of the Handbook Contribution increasing by £50 to repay the 2008 losses. Action is being taken to reduce this outlay in 2009. 
The Annual Payment due and payable by BACS prior to 1st July will be £345.00 – details available at pre-season AGM for onward transmission to Club Treasurer. 
The minimum Annual Dinner Ticket payments (5) will be collected via the Club Annual Statement with all additional ticket payments/credits accounted for by the Dinner Secretary.
A brief discussion followed. The cost of Associate Membership was queried. The Hon Treas made clear that this would be £60 for one team.

There were no further questions for the Hon Treasurer

Overwhelmingly carried
Agenda Item 9:  Business of which due notice has been given.

PROPOSALS TO  AGM 2009

For the convenience of clubs, proposals were, as usual, listed here in current Handbook page number order.

1*.Correction of Descriptive Anomalies
L&DCC Documentation P7 to 27

See Appendix .
The proposed changes follow the requirement of the Constitution P11 Item 10 and correct minor inconsistencies in language accumulated over a number of years in L&DCC documentation and are intended as an uncontroversial tidying up exercise. (e.g. “team v side”, “game v match”, “Competition “ v “L&DCC” etc). Changes are proposed as a block.

The Chairman made clear that this was a tidying up exercise based on the Item 10 in the Constitution.

The Hon Sec added that, as explained in the documentation, because this was a constitutional item, a two thirds majority of all full member clubs was required for this proposal to be successful.  A total of 19 votes or more would therefore be required. 
The chairman moved the meeting to a vote
Overwhelmingly carried
2*. Expanding the L&DCC

Constitution  3a


Membership P7

Amend

(a) Full Membership is to be limited to 36 clubs from 2010 onwards ………..

1st and 2nd XIs will be treated en bloc. 

This proposal is as promised to member clubs at the End of Season 2008 SGM after debate and indicative voting. 

On the assumption that the proposal to 36 clubs is approved, two separate votes will then be taken and club representatives must be empowered to decide on the night which of the two proposals “Either and Or” is to be adopted. 

The Hon Sec explained that this was also a Constitutional item, again a two thirds majority of all full member clubs was required for this proposal to be successful in and a total of 19 votes or more would again be required.

The Chairman moved the meeting to a vote with minimal delay, carefully making the point that clubs had been required to send representatives to this meeting fully mandated to vote on behalf of their club on matters that were of fundamental importance to the L&DCC.
For: 20

Against: 5

Two clubs chose not to vote.
Proposal carried

3. Expanding the L&DCC 

Playing regulations 1 (b) (i)

Competitions P13

Either

(i) The 1st and 2nd XI league competitions in 2010 will each contain 36 teams with 12 teams playing in Premier, First and Second Divisions on a home and away basis. At the end of season 2009 3 teams will be relegated from the Premier Division and 1 promoted from the First Division, 4 teams will be relegated from the First Division to the Second  From the end of season 2010, 2 teams will be relegated and promoted between the Premier, First and Second Divisions and 0 teams will be promoted from the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance or its successor(s), there will be no relegation from the Second Division to the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance or its successor(s) at the end of 2010 or 2011. All promotions are subject to compliance with Club and Ground Criteria.

(ii) A maximum of 8 teams will be invited from the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance and surrounding leagues so as to create the Second Division of the L&DCC to take place in 2010. All invitations would be subject to compliance with Club and Ground Criteria. 

Summary “Either”:

	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Prem
	Div1
	MSCA
	Prem
	Div1
	Div 2
	Prem
	Div1
	Div 2
	Prem
	Div1
	Div 2

	14
	14
	14
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12

	N/A

up
	1

up
	Max 8

into Div 2


	N/A

up
	2

up
	2

up
	N/A

up
	2

up
	2

up
	N/A

up
	2

up
	2

up

	3 down


	4 down
	MSCA

decision
	2 down
	2 down
	0 down
	2 down
	2 down
	0

down
	2 down
	2 down
	to be agreed


The Hon Sec explained that as this was a Playing Regulations item, a two thirds majority of all full member clubs actually voting was required for this proposal to be successful; representatives had a spread sheet with the data printed out in full for their convenience.

The Chairman again moved the meeting to a vote as representatives had come to the meeting fully mandated by their clubs.

For: 18
Against: 9.
Proposal carried
Or

(i) The 1st and 2nd XI league competitions in 2010 will each contain 36 teams with 12 teams playing in a Premier Division, on a home and away basis and a 1st Division of 24 teams playing each other once only in 2010. At the end of season 2009 3 teams will be relegated from the Premier Division and one promoted from the First Division. The 16 teams then in the First Division will be joined by 8 teams to be invited from the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance and surrounding leagues, subject to Club and Ground Criteria, so as to create this division of 24 teams. 

(ii) At the end of season 2010 the top 2 sides in the First Division would be promoted to the Premier Division, 2 teams would be relegated from the Premier Division and join the next 10 teams in the 2010 First Division to create a 12 club First Division in 2011. The Second Division in 2011 will comprise the remaining 12 teams in the 2010 First Division.  

There will be no relegation from the Second Division in 2011 to the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance or its successor(s). 

All promotions at all times are subject to compliance with Club and Ground Criteria.

Summary “Or”:

	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Prem
	Div1
	MSCA
	Prem
	Div1
	Prem
	Div1
	Div 2
	Prem
	Div1
	Div 2

	14
	14
	14
	12
	24
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12
	12

	N/A

up
	1

up
	Max 8

into Div 1


	N/A

up
	1st and 2nd 

to Prem
	N/A

up
	2

up
	2

up
	N/A

up
	2

up
	2

up

	
	
	
	
	  3rd to 12th  to Div 1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3 down


	N/A

down
	MSCA

decision
	2 down
	13th to 24th  

to Division 2
	2 down
	2 down
	0

down
	2 down
	2 down
	to be agreed


The chairman ruled that, as proposal 3 “Either” had been successful, there would be no discussion or voting on proposal 3 “Or”.
4*. Codifying the status of Associate Member Clubs in 2009 

Constitution 10 Items 3 and 7 

Handbook P7


Modify so as to insert 
3 (c) Associate Membership will be granted to clubs elected solely to compete in a 2nd or 3rd XI competition.

5 (c) …of the representative teams and 2nd XI and 3rd XI cricket ……….. 

7(e)     (vi) Associate Member Clubs will not be allowed a vote unless the meeting has previously agreed, except in the case of a proposal relating to the 2nd or 3rd  XI competition, when each member club with a team in the 2nd or 3rd  XI competition will be allowed one vote in matters relating specifically to their respective division..

Note: De facto the proposals have been the custom and practice of the L&DCC ever since the L&DCC expanded but the explicit reference to 2nd XIs needs formally incorporating into the Constitution. 

This is potentially an interim measure as Proposals 2 & 3 above will impact upon this section of the constitution if changes are made to the number of clubs in the L&DCC.

Overwhelmingly carried
5. Cricket Committee 2009

Constitution P 9    


 5. Management   (c) (iii) 

The following Clubs are notified as being required to serve on Cricket Committee by the L&DCC in 2009.

MAGHULL
NEW BRIGHTON

NEWTON le WILLOWS

NORTHERN
ORRELL RED TRIANGLE
This order continues the alphabetic sequence of L&DCC clubs as closely as is possible commensurate with maintaining a balance between the Premier League and Division 1.
This is not a proposal. No vote is taken on this item

Noted
6*. Clubmark
Constitution    P12    ECB Safe Hands Policy 13 (c)

Amend

(c) Each full member club must have achieved Clubmark to retain L&DCC status. 

From 31st December 2009, each Associate Member club will be required to have achieved Clubmark to retain L&DCC status. 

A member club not registered for Clubmark by the specified date, if appropriate, will cease to be or cannot become a member of the L&DCC subject to Clause 3(i).
See attached material (Appendix 4) from Birchfield Park and Southport and Trinity CCs in support of their position. 

The issue of Clubmark and 13c in the Constitution was discussed at length at the 3rd XI End of Season SGM. The proposal above is made in the light of the comments and strength of support for the non-Clubmarked Associate Member Clubs at this meeting and makes clear that a failure to renew Clubmark means that a club automatically ceases to be a member of the L&DCC 
The Hon Sec explained that as this matter directly affected Associate Member Clubs, under the terms of the Constitution, they too were entitled to vote on this matter.

The Chairman was aware that New Brighton CC wished to propose an amendment to this proposal, their amendment was to be formally seconded by Wallasey CC. 
The Chairman called on New Brighton CC to speak to their amendment.  

· NB. CC fully supported the concept of Clubmark but ECB policy on the issue of Clubmark bore little resemblance to L&DCC policy.  The ECB policy was explained in detail.  ECB sanctions against clubs not in possession of Clubmark applied only to clubs that were in Premier Divisions, it was debatable if the sanctions applied to Division 1 clubs, they certainly did not apply to 3rd XI teams.  Reference was made to the FAQ section on the play cricket site in respect of Clubmark.  The L&DCC was not here to stop clubs playing cricket, it was here to encourage the playing of cricket.
· New Brighton CC proposed that 13 c) should read   
· “The L&DCC will follow ECB directives in respect of Clubmark.”
More than 20 clubs voted in favour of this amendment which therefore became the proposal.

The Chairman explained to club representatives that this meant that the amendment now became the proposal.
The proposal was then voted upon in a separate ballot, the proposal was Overwhelmingly Carried.

7. Single Type of Ball
Playing Regulations             P 14            3. Balls

Insert 3 (a) 

……in all 1st and 2nd XI matches.  From 2010 one ball of agreed standard and manufacture will be used.

This follows extensive discussion during season 2008 by clubs, on Cricket Committee, on Management Committee and at the End of Season SGM. 

A vote as to exactly which type of cricket ball is to be used will be taken at the End of Season SGM 2009

The Chairman invited representative

es from Northern CC to lead this discussion over cricket balls given the prominence that Phil Cooper had had in leading the initial discussions. The Hon Sec of Northern CC replied in real time that she was unable so to do; she did not have his balls. The meeting was excessively diverted.
The Chairman made clear to the meeting that the “next ball up” was to be considered. Messrs Readers had gifted 28 of these to the L&DCC for evaluation in season 2009. Their only stipulation was that it should be a fair test and that the weather should be not too inclement. M/C had suggested, subject to voting at this meeting, any such trial should be “penciled in” for Game 14 in the season i.e. at the end of June/beginning of July. 

For: 19

Against: 8.
Proposal carried

8. Clarifying the start of the last hour in 2nd or 3rd XI matches:
Playing Regulations    P16   4. Playing times in league matches

 

(b) 2nd and 3rd XI matches now to read:
(viii) The start of the ‘last hour’ may be delayed for up to 30 minutes only in the event of play being affected by adverse weather and/or light conditions.
 

 The existing clause includes the words "or before the start of play" which means that play could continue later than 8.30 pm, if the latest start time (Clause (vii)) is necessary.  

Overwhelmingly carried.

9. Points awarded in league matches
Playing regulations  

 P16  5h

Amend as follows

…or will retain its points gained (if more than 5) if 15 overs or more of the second innings……..

This corrects an error; the rule was always intended to function in this way and this caused a problem in season 2008.

Overwhelmingly carried.

10.  Coloured under arm panelled clothing and bowlers
Playing Regulations P18   7 Players   (c) (i) 

Insert

…..…on the field of play. Bowlers are not permitted to wear any form of visible coloured shirt clothing, including underarm panels, when bowling.

 This addresses the issue of interference with the sighting of the ball from the bowler’s hand, an issue identified by umpires during season 2008.
A brief discussion followed. The MCUA representatives made clear that they were reflecting back to clubs the comments made to them in real time by players during games during season 2008. It had been made clear to umpires that players felt that facing a red ball at perhaps 80mph against a red coloured panel background was less than ideal.
The Hon Sec added that the exact ECB guidelines to be used were printed on the final page of the “Proposals to AGM 2009”documentation and currently before the meeting as hard copy. These guidelines would appear in Handbook 2009.
For: 21
Against: 5.
Proposal carried

11. The use of play-cricket .com

As from season 2009 all results within the L&DCC will be recorded by the clubs using play-cricket.com 

These changes have been extensively trialed with the posting of results for both 1st XI and 3rd XI level and are in line with ECB requirements.

Playing Regulations  
10 Results  

P20   10 (a)


Add after (v)

Each member club is also responsible for ensuring that the result and full scorecard of each home league fixture is recorded on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’ following the weekend’s results. Failure to comply (thus affecting other member clubs with regard to up to date statistical information) will result in a fine of £5.00 being imposed on each occasion and the total withdrawal (at the discretion of the Management Committee) of ECB Funds.

P20   10 (b)


Add after (iv)

Each member club is also responsible for ensuring that the result and full scorecard of each home league fixture is recorded on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’ following the weekend’s results. Failure to comply (thus affecting other member clubs with regard to up to date statistical information) will result in a fine of £5.00 being imposed on each occasion and the total withdrawal (at the discretion of the Management Committee) of ECB Funds.

P21 10 (c)


Add after (iv)

Each member club is also responsible for ensuring that the result and full scorecard of each home league fixture is recorded on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’ following the weekend’s results. Failure to comply (thus affecting other member clubs with regard to up to date statistical information) will result in a fine of £5.00 being imposed on each occasion and the total withdrawal (at the discretion of the Management Committee) of ECB Funds.

P26



Add after 9(f)

Each member club is also responsible for ensuring that the result and full scorecard of each home league fixture is recorded on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’ following the weekend’s results. Failure to comply (thus affecting other member clubs with regard to up to date statistical information) will result in a fine of £5.00 being imposed on each occasion and the total withdrawal (at the discretion of the Management Committee) of ECB Funds.

The use of play-cricket will result in other changes in reporting procedure.

Such changes in procedures will be notified to clubs before the pre season meeting in 2009.

A programme of training will be put in place to take place in February 2009 if the vote was successful
Overwhelmingly carried

The Hon Sec made clear that the previously provisionally booked training session would now be confirmed. It would take place at West Kirby Grammar School on Wednesday 18th February 2009 from 7.00 to 9. 00pm, all member clubs were invited; they could send 2 or 3 representatives. 
The Hon Sec apologised for the lack of a central location for the training but the venue had been chosen for fairly obvious logistical reasons. The school had been very helpful.

Chris Higginbottom of the Derbyshire Premier League and who ran the ECB help desk would lead the evening.
.

12. Length of the Embee Trophy Competition 

Rules for Cup Competitions

Match Conditions 

Amend 6 (a) (i) P23

(i)    ............ limited to 45 six ball overs in the Business Assistance Knockout Trophy and the Chester Cup and to 40 overs in the Embee Trophy. 

P24

(iii) ……of the first innings (3 hours for 45 overs in an uninterrupted innings of the Business Assistance Knockout Trophy and the Chester Cup  (and 2 hours and 40 minutes for 40 overs in an uninterrupted innings of the Embee Trophy) play will continue …………

and 6 (e) P24

Add under 
more than 8 wickets ……………35.1 – 45 overs received.

(more than 8 wickets ……………35.1 – 40 overs received in the Embee Trophy).
And 6 (i) (a) P25

…….If the start of the start of the match is delayed and both teams are restricted to less than 45 overs (or to less than 40 overs in the case of the 3rd XI Embee Trophy), no bowler may bowl ……………..

and 6 (i) (a) P25

Add

….more than 9 overs; if a match in the Embee Trophy starts as a 40 over match, no bowler may bowl more than 8 overs; this allowance ………….

This change is as promised and addresses issues in respect of young junior players and the number of overs they are allowed to bowl, a matter raised at the 3rd XI End of Season SGM 2008.

Overwhelmingly carried

13.  KO rules clarification of end of match

Playing Regulations 

P24 
6e

Insert as paragraph after (iii)

The match is over when either the adjusted total of required runs has been scored or the mandated number of wickets has fallen or the defined number of overs has been bowled. The mandated number of overs does not have to be bowled irrespective once the required number of runs has been scored or wickets have fallen i.e. the total runs required could be scored in less than the minimum number of overs.

This addresses an issue that arose in season 2008 in the Embee Trophy over the interpretation of when a game was actually over.

Overwhelmingly carried

14. Player Registration on play-cricket.com

Clubs are required to register their players on play-cricket.com

This is in line with ECB directives.

Player Registration 


 P28  Notes

Delete Note (i) and listing as “(ii)”


Modify “(ii)” as follows

It is a requirement that all players are registered before they may play for their club’s 1st or 2nd XI. Clubs are required to register all their 1st, 2nd and 3rd XI players on play-cricket.com. Registration does not automatically ensure eligibility and it is essential that the Playing Regulation relating to ‘Players’ is consulted for each league and knockout competition. 

(delete final sentence  It is intended that  …….. ALL  players ………member club)
A discussion followed. M/C made clear that this registration was a necessity given that results were to be posted on play-cricket. Unless players were play-cricket registered, it was not possible to post results. Exact details of procedures would be notified to clubs in time for the pre season SGM 2009. 

Several clubs felt wary. NB CC asked if such procedures would lead to penalties being applied and to clubs being suddenly deducted large numbers of points if an initial or a full stop was omitted from a registration on the site? Clubs knew Phil Lovgreen; the meeting shared a moment of grim humour. Another club commented that Phil Lovgreen penalising a club if say a player’s initial or a full stop was “wrong” on play-cricket was not acceptable, the matter needed to be handled sensibly. Clubs did not want another way in which they could be penalised heavily, there should be no penalties attached to non registration of players on play-cricket. There was a murmur of assent from the meeting, no club spoke to disagree with this suggestion.
Wigan CC asked “Is now the right time to be making changes? We had just voted to expand the L&DCC.”

Leigh CC suggested a compromise. The word “register” in the proposal should be changed throughout to the word “enter”. The suggestion was well received by both the meeting and M/C. The amended proposal now read:
Clubs are required to enter their players on play-cricket.com
It is a requirement that all players are entered before they may play for their club’s 1st or 2nd XI. Clubs are required to enter all their 1st, 2nd and 3rd XI players on play-cricket.com. Entry does not automatically ensure eligibility and it is essential that the Playing Regulation relating to ‘Players’ is consulted for each league and knockout competition. 

(delete final sentence  It is intended that  …….. ALL  players ………member club)
The Chairman put the amendment to the meeting.
Overwhelmingly carried

The Chairman reiterated to club representatives that this meant that the amendment now became the proposal.

The proposal was then voted upon

Overwhelmingly carried

15. Player Registration Category 1b
P 28  3 (a) Amend as follows

There are five categories of player as follows:

(i) category 1a: a player qualified to play for England under the current ECB regulations;

(ii) category 1b;

· a player having been resident in England or Wales for more than the last four years,
· who has not been out of England/Wales for more than 35 days consecutively and 70 days in total in each of those four years, 

· and has not played first class cricket in the last five years or test cricket in the last ten years, 
· and has an independently checkable cricket record.
Category 1a and 1b players are fully interchangeable.

(iii) category 2: a player qualified to play for England under the current ECB regulations, who is currently under a contract to play for a first class county cricket club;

(iv) category 3: an overseas player not ordinarily resident in England and not in categories 1, 2 or 3 (exempt);

(v) category 3 (exempt): an overseas player satisfying the ECB’s ‘overseas players - resident in England’ criteria (see the Appendix to this Section of the Competition’s Regulations) and not in categories 1, 2 or 3 above.

Category 1b was introduced in season 2008 after lengthy discussion on both Cricket and Management Committees to address the problem of club cricketer’s, very long resident in the UK but not actually British Citizens, being categorised in Category 3

 
Overwhelmingly carried

 16. Loss of L&DCC player registration status 

Player Registration  P29 

Add 7 (c)

A player shall be deemed to have lost their L&DCC registered player status with a member club if they play for another club on a Saturday or a Sunday. 

This regulation will not apply to players holding a current County Cricket Club contract.

This proposal formally codifies current L&DCC practice and addresses issues that arose over the required registration and re-registration of players in season 2008.

The Chairman explained that M/C was aware of comments from clubs, comments made after the release of the AGM proposals; M/C was sympathetic to the suggested amendments and accordingly presented the following amended proposal.
Players shall be deemed to have lost their L&DCC registered player status with a member club if they play for another club in a league or knock out cup fixture on a Saturday or a Sunday. Permission to play for another club may be granted at the discretion of the M/C.

This regulation will not apply to players playing for a County CC or a Minor County CC.

A brief discussion followed, Northop Hall CC asked why this playing for other clubs was not to be allowed? Professionals should be allowed to do this. It was explained that they could still do it but they would need to re register every time if they did - up to but not beyond the registration cut off limit date.
Ainsdale CC felt that players could not be controlled, the Chairman disagreed; many leagues did exactly this particularly in the Lancashire Leagues. 

There was no further discussion and the Chairman moved the meeting to a vote.

For: 24
Against: 2
Amended Proposal carried
The Chairman reiterated again that this meant that the amendment now became the proposal.

The proposal was then voted upon

Overwhelmingly carried

17. Proposal by Southport and Birkdale CC

The Chairman carefully explained that Proposals 17 and 18 had to be considered together. 18 was the alternative to 17, both proposals could not be carried. They were mutually exclusive; in consequence only one vote would be taken. 

 “It is proposed that the L&DCC formally adopts and incorporates within its rules the ECB’s Discipline Regulations and Guidelines on the Conduct and of Hearings and Appeals in order that clubs as well as individuals, have both the right to a fair hearing and a right to of appeal against any decision of the Management Committee or its various sub committees, in accordance with the Rules of Natural Justice.

NB.  A copy of the relevant Discipline Regulations and Guidelines is available on the L&DCC website, under the heading “Rules and Regulations”.

Proposed by Southport & Birkdale CC

Seconded by Hightown CC”

The S&B proposal is not (i) clear exactly how the ECB material is to be incorporated into L&DCC documentation and (ii) would require the loss of the existing carefully crafted Discipline and Suspension Guidelines P32 to 37 which have been carefully constructed in conjunction with the MCUA and approved at successive L&DCC AGMs over the recent past few years.

Proposal 18 is the Management Committee alternative to this proposal

The Chairman called on S&B CC to speak to their proposal.
The S&B Chairman Tony Elwood said that:

· Member clubs would almost certainly be aware of the circumstances arising from the game that was abandoned on the 26th of July 2008 i.e. that between S&B and Hightown.

· This game had followed the Open Golf tournament held at Royal Birkdale. Part of S&B’s outfield had been used for conducting a hospitality event.
· The umpire’s decision on the day had been absolutely correct, the ground was unplayable.

· The exceptional weather had prevented S&B completing their ground restoration program after the marquee and the “road” had been removed.

· The deduction of points by the Management Committee afterwards had however caused consternation, no appeal had been allowed by the Management Committee, the exact paragraph was read to the meeting. 

· The option of S&B calling an SGM had been the only offer made. 

· This process seemed to defy Natural Justice.

· Proposal 18 was not acceptable to S&B CC as Management Committee said they were codifying current practice in their counter proposal; this would enshrine the lack of an appeal procedure.
Hightown CC, as the seconder of the proposal, then spoke.

· They would not be supporting proposal 18 because they were the seconder of proposal 17 but proposal was18 was much closer to that which was required. An appeal process was vital.

The chairman replied to S&B that, whilst he had no intention of going over in detail all the matters surrounding the timeline of the events surrounding the 26th July 2008, in view of the comments just made, some reply was necessary.  

· As was usual an appeal process had been followed. 

· (i) The matter had been dealt with initially by the Cricket Committee and recommendations had been made; (ii) the Management Committee had subsequently made it clear that they intended to review and then to act on the recommendations from the Cricket Committee. 

· Before review or action took place, S&B had written to Management Committee at length and had enclosed photographic evidence in support of their position.  Management Committee had taken this submission as the basis of an S&B appeal. This had been made clear to S&B. 

· Management Committee had then discussed the matter with this S&B submission in front of them as well as the evidence that had been in front of the Cricket Committee; this was (ii) the appeal process in action. This had also been made clear to S&B. 

The Chairman asked the Hon Sec if he had any comments to add. 

· The Hon Sec replied that the problem with proposal 17 was that, to coin a phrase, “it threw the baby out with the bathwater”; it would mean the complete loss of that which had been put together carefully and very recently by successive AGM's such as this.  

· The ECB disciplinary guidelines as they appeared on play-cricket and required by proposal 17 were a generic outline that required tailoring to the needs of a particular league. 

· The ECB disciplinary guidelines were already at the heart of the L&DCC disciplinary procedures, placing the two side-by-sides made this clear.  Proposal 18 was a better way forward until such time as the ECB produced as promised a fully re-written version of disciplinary procedures as they applied to clubs and not to individuals. 

· Proposal 18 took the existing ECB guidelines in respect of clubs more or less word for word and put them into the L&DCC documentation at the correct point. It addressed the perceived need of making clear the exact details of the appeals procedure as it applied to clubs

A discussion followed.  

NHL CC felt that a proper formal hearing was required before any appeal hearing. The Chairman felt that this would be an unworkable process given the number of decisions being made during the season. 

Ormskirk CC commented that, the way that proposal 18 was currently written, M/C could impose a single fine on a club that would solve the entire deficit for this year. Management Committee was amused and happy to take two amendments from Ormskirk CC to improve proposal 18. (Shown below)
Proposal failed
18. Codification of Appeals Procedure as applicable to clubs

Disciplinary Guidelines to Clubs and Players    

P35     

Section 6. Clubs:  
Add “b” to “f” to follow the existing paragraph which is to be re categorised as “(a)”. 

This section shall now read:

(a) The Management Committee may be reprimand, fine, deduct league points, expel from a K.O. competition or expel clubs from the Competition subject to the Constitution. A club may be fined a maximum of £50.00 in addition to any other penalty imposed.

(b)  A club shall have the right of appeal to the Disciplinary sub-Committee. Notice of Appeal setting out the grounds must be given in writing to the Honorary Secretary within five days of the decision of the Management Committee, together with a deposit of £50.00.

(c) If Notice of Appeal is given the penalty shall not take effect pending the hearing of the Appeal, which shall take place as soon as is practicable.

(d) The Appeal shall be by way of a hearing or a re-hearing before a different Committee. The composition of the Committee shall be at the discretion of the Chairman of the L&DCC Disciplinary sub-Committee and shall consist of not less than three persons, none of whom shall be connected with the player, the Club or their opponents at the time of the alleged breach. The club shall have the same rights of attendance and representation at any hearing or re-hearing and to call witnesses.

(e) The Disciplinary sub-Committee may confirm, vary or reverse the decision of the Management Committee and it shall have the power to increase the penalty and award the costs of a hearing or an appeal hearing. Decisions of the Disciplinary sub-Committee shall be by majority vote; where necessary, the Chairman shall have a casting vote.

(f) The decision of the Disciplinary sub-Committee or, if no appeal, of the Management Committee, shall be final and binding.

 

Proposal 18 is an alternative to proposal 17.

These M/C proposals are as a result of the repercussions from the Southport and Birkdale 1st XI fixture cancellation of the match  Southport & Birkdale CC versus Hightown CC on Saturday 26 July 2008.
Sections (b) and (c) formally codify current L&DCC practice and are taken from the existing ECB guidelines but are intended as an interim measure.

M/C is told that the ECB has further proposals for disciplinary guidelines as they affect clubs, currently in draft. When ECB publishes these additional guidelines, M/C will put them to the L&DCC for adoption at the following AGM.  

Discussion subsided and the Chairman brought to the meeting to a vote on proposal 18.

For: 21
Against: 3.
Amended proposal carried
The Chairman reiterated again that this meant that the amendment now became the proposal.

Overwhelmingly carried

Agenda Item 10  Proposals for Officers of the Liverpool and District Cricket Competition Management Committee
Main Committee
1. President:   
Mr E Hadfield, who has declared his willingness to serve. 

Commencing the first year of a three year term.
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination

2. Vice Presidents: 
Mr K Lea (Ormskirk CC) 

who has declared his willingness to serve
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination

Mr C I O’Mahony (Sefton Park CC) 

who has declared his willingness to serve. 



L&DCC Management Committee Nomination
[3. Chairman: notification under the terms of the Constitution this post is already filled and shall not be subject to a vote in 2008.
Mr E Williams: 






Commencing the second year of a two year term.]
4. Post of Cricket Chairman:
Mr J Rotheram, who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

5. Hon Secretary:
Mr R.C.Weston,  who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

6. Hon Treasurer:
Mr M. Barber,  who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

7. Club and Ground Facilities Chairman 



Position vacant

8. Publicity and Sponsorship Chairman 

Mrs S L Price who has declared her willingness to serve. 

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

Sub-Committees 
9. Discipline Sub-Committee Chairman 

Judge R. McCullagh, 
who has declared his willingness to serve.



L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

10. First and Second eleven Fixtures and Results Secretary; 

Mr P.G.M.Lovgreen, who has declared his willingness to serve. 
Proposed:
Ormskirk CC

Seconded:
 Leigh CC
11. Third Eleven Fixtures Secretary;  

Mr M.J.Leddy, 
who has declared his willingness to serve. 



L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

12. L&DCC Chief Junior Coach

Mr A. Grice, 

who has declared his willingness to serve. 



L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

13. L&DCC Representative Team Manager 
Position vacant.

The Chairman took these nominations en bloc.

Overwhelmingly carried

Agenda Item 11: M.C.U.A.
David Jones presented to the meeting on behalf of the MCUA as Ray Rigby had been unwell, he was however recovering nicely, but had very sensibly decided to scale back his MCUA commitments. The meeting wished him well.
Specifically Ray would not be handling the allocation of Sunday Umpires. Steve Ball would be doing that and Dave introduced Steve to club representatives. Ray had made clear that more than 80% of Sunday allocations had had to be made on the Thur/Fri/Sat before the game. This was stressful and inefficient. More time was needed, clubs needed to contact the MCUA much sooner.
The procedures for obtaining Cup umpires were considered in detail. In essence, (i) make your fixtures as early as you humanly can, (ii) then pick up the telephone and book your umpires without delay. There would be dedicated mobile telephone numbers for 2009 for Saturday and Sunday & mid-week Fixtures.

We had lost 3  umpires by the end of season 2008; the appalling disciplinary story behind the loss of one of them was recounted carefully. 5 or possibly 6 “new” umpires had been trained for 2009.

The Umpires Fee for season 2009 would be £36.00

Captains must fill in their umpires report cards promptly, the information was vital.

Agenda Item 12:

Appointment of Honorary Auditor;
Mr J. B. McGlashan, who has declared his willingness to serve
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.
Agenda Item 13:

Appointment of Honorary Legal Advisor;
Mr T.D.N. Kenward,  who has declared his willingness to serve.
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

The Chairman proposed to take these nominations together.
Overwhelmingly carried

Agenda Item 14: Notices.

 (i) 
St Helens CC offered 3 Fielding Course Coaching places to member clubs as they were unexpectedly unable to use these places themselves.

 (ii)
In response to a question from NB CC, the Hon Sec undertook to circulate the finalised 2009 fixtures when/if he got home this evening. Now that the AGM voting had taken place, they were ready to go.

 (iii) 
The Hon Sec would place advertisements in the Echo and similar publications inviting applications to the L&DCC as soon as possible.

(iii) The Chairman explained the basis of the new ECB Cockspur Cup Twenty 20 Cup competition. We could not use the Echo Cup as a feeder, the dates did not mesh; if clubs wanted to be entered they should contact the M/C. If all clubs took part there would need to be 3 rounds plus a “semi-final/final Sunday”. The Chairman was talking to the ECB.
(iv) All three draws (attached, P42 -4) would take place immediately after this meeting even though Phil Lovgreen was still not here.
(v) There was a vacancy for C&G Chairman. Paul Tatton of the LCB/Leigh CC had been approached.

(vi) Competition ties were available from the President, price £10.00

Agenda Item 15: Closure of meeting
The Chairman thanked club representatives for their attendance, wished them a safe journey home and closed the meeting at 9.25pm.
Chris Weston 

Hon Sec 
Appendix 1
L&DCC Documentation P7 to 27

See proposal 1* 

Correction of Descriptive Anomalies

NOTE TO THIS DOCUMENT

The changes highlighted in yellow are of a minor nature to correct inconsistencies

or provide greater clarity and as such are not expected to be controversial.  They 

will be dealt with at the AGM as Item 1 on the list of proposals.

The changes in green will be dealt with as per the various other specified items on the

AGM’s list of proposals.

CONSTITUTION

1. Name

The name of the Competition will be ‘The Liverpool & District Cricket Competition -

an ECB Premier League’ qualified by the  name of a sponsor, if applicable (hereinafter 

referred to as ‘the Competition’ L&DCC) .




Consistency of document
2. Objects

(a) To arrange cricket matches between member clubs.

(b) To encourage the playing of the game in a proper cricket spirit. The Spirit of Cricket

will apply.

(c) To foster and develop the playing of cricket at all levels - from juniors through colts

to senior players - to enable all to achieve their maximum potential and enjoyment

leading to the greatest success for the representative teams and the individuals

selected.

3. Membership

(a) A ‘member’ club is defined as any full or associate member club.


For clarification
(b) Full membership is to be limited to 28 clubs, which will compete on all scheduled
)

dates of the official fixture list and will enter a team in both 1st and 2nd XI

)
Change subject to

competitions. Each full member club should enter at least one team in a 3rd XI
)
items 2 on AGM list

competition.






)

(c) (i) Promoted clubs of 1st XIs from Feeder Leagues shall be deemed to have
)

acceded to full membership on the 1st January in the year immediately

)

following their promotion.




)
Change subject to 

(ii) Relegated clubs of 1st XIs from the First Division shall be deemed to have
)
items 3 on AGM list

ceased from full membership on the 31st December in the year of their

)

relegation.






)

(iii) Promoted clubs of 2nd XIs, not having a 1st XI membership shall be deemed
)

to be associate members on the 1st January in the year immediately following
)

their promotion at which point they become subject to the Constitution and

)

all Rules and Regulations.




)

(iv) Relegated clubs of 2nd XIs not having a 1st or 3rd XI(s) as members of the

L&DCC shall be deemed to have ceased from associate membership on the

31st December in the year of their relegation from the 2nd XI First Division.

(d) Associate membership will be granted to clubs elected solely to compete in  a 2nd or 3rd  
Item 4 on AGM list
XI competition.

(e) ECB Feeder League status is granted to the First and Second Divisions of the

Change subject to
Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance [see Appendices 1, 2 & 3 and Playing

items 2 & 3 on AGM list
Regulation 1(b) (iii) and (iv)].
(f) Promotion and relegation of two clubs between the first divisions of L&DCC and the
Moved from Playing Reg 1(b)(iii) 
Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance) will take place



but change subject to

at the end of each season subject to satisfactory ground criteria.


items 2 & 3 on AGM list
(g)  Resignation from membership for the following season must be received in

writing by the Honorary Secretary not later than 31st March. In the event of

such a vacancy occurring, a Special General Meeting will be called at the

earliest convenient date.  No member club will negotiate with any other league for 

membership thereof without first obtaining the written permission of the Management 

Committee.

(h) New applicants for membership must apply in writing to the Honorary Secretary in

accordance with the criteria laid down by the local Cricket Board and/or the

League Cricket Conference and will be elected to membership only by member clubs

voting at a general meeting.

(i) Each member club is responsible for the payment of an annual subscription which

is automatically due by the 1st May, plus a fee to cover the cost of at least one full

or two half page advertisements in the annual handbook, which said amounts will

be agreed at the preceding Annual General Meeting of the L&DCC. Non

payment by 1st July will incur an immediate penalty of £50.00 for each month or part

thereof, that the subscription remains outstanding.

(j) All member clubs are required to provide adequate facilities and grass playing

surfaces to the satisfaction of the Management Committee and in accordance with

the ‘Grounds Criteria’ as described elsewhere in this handbook. In addition, clubs

should ensure that they have access to good quality practice facilities.

(k) If, after reasonable notice from the Management Committee, a member club fails to

abide by this Constitution (including the requirements of Clause 13(c)), consideration 

Consequence of Item 6 of AGM list 

will be given to its expulsion from the L&DCC. A member club can only be expelled 

following a decision by paper ballot at a General Meeting.

(l) Each member club will nominate an Appeals Representative to serve on any

Appeals Committee formed by the Management Committee as described in the

Disciplinary Procedures of the L&DCC. In addition a club official will be

nominated to receive Disciplinary Reports from the MCUA Disciplinary Coordinator.

(m) (i) Each member club will be expected to support the Annual Awards Dinner and

five places (two for associate member clubs) will be reserved. Any member

club not wishing to take up its full allocation of places must advise the

appropriate member of the Management Committee responsible for the dinner

but in any event will be liable for the full payment for three places (two for

associate member clubs) and half payment for any places not used.

(ii) If a club fails to notify the Annual Dinner organiser of its intention not to take

up some or all of its allocation of more than 5 tickets less than 48 hours before

the Dinner, then that club shall be liable for all costs incurred by and liable

to the L&DCC in respect of the seats not taken.

(n) (i) Member clubs and players must make adequate provision for the appropriate

safe keeping of a trophy or an award whilst it is in their possession and the

club/player is responsible for the safe return, duly polished and in good

condition, to the Honorary Secretary or other appointed L&DCC Official

upon request.

(ii) In the event of loss or damage, the club/player will be financially responsible

for replacement or repair.

(iii) The holder must ensure that the replacement trophy/award is of equivalent

quality to that which has been lost or damaged and that it is suitably engraved

and submit an invoice for re-imbursement to the Honorary Treasurer in respect

of such engraving.

4. Officers

(a) (i) The Officers are the President, Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary

Treasurer, Cricket Chairman, Club & Ground Chairman and Publicity Chairman who

will be elected at an Annual General Meeting.

(ii) The President will normally be eligible for re-election after a three year period.

(iii) The Chairman will normally be eligible for re-election after a two year period.

(iv) All other Officers will be elected for a period of one year.

(v) A person will not hold more than one office concurrently.

(b) All references to an ‘Honorary’ officer in the Constitution, Rules and 




Regulations of the L&DCC will apply to the appropriate officer of the

L&DCC.

(c) The Management Committee may propose, at the Annual General Meeting, the

name(s) of people who have rendered meritorious service to the L&DCC for

appointment as Life Vice Presidents or Vice Presidents. Vice Presidents may be

elected to membership of the Management Committee but otherwise have no

automatic rights to membership thereof.

5. Management

(a) The overall management of the L&DCC will be the responsibility of a

Management Committee comprising all the elected Officers.

(b) The Management Committee will provide four members on the Feeder League    

Moved from Playing Reg 1(b)(iv)
Coordinating Board which will include the Chairman, Cricket Chairman,

Grounds Chairman plus one additional member appointed by the Management

Committee. This Board will include four representatives from the M&SCA

and will be chaired by the L&DCC Chairman, who will have the casting vote.
(c) The quorum of the Management Committee will be four.

(d) In addition, the following committees will have responsibility for the management

of specific areas and will report thereon to the Management Committee:

(i) a Club and Grounds Committee. (see Club and Ground Committee and Club

and Ground Criteria.)

(ii) a Publicity and Sponsorship Liaison Committee. The Chairman will have the

powers of co-option and will seek nominations from the member clubs. It will

deal with developing links with all interested media partners, the web site,

the appointment of a webmaster, managing the sponsorship contract and the

player of the month awards. In addition, the committee will be responsible for

engraving, presentation, insurance and security of all trophies, awards etc.,

for matches under the auspices of the L&DCC. The Chairman of this
committee is responsible for advising all Clubs of their responsibilities with


Covered elsewhere in Constitution (3n)
regard to safety and insurance of such items;
(iii) a Cricket Committee. Cricket Committee shall be chaired by the Cricket

Chairman will meet as necessary but at a minimum of quarterly intervals after due

and reasonable notice has been given; maintain contact among the whole

committee between meetings by regular exchange of emails and or telephone

calls or by any other convenient means; have the powers of co-option but will

include as ex-officio members, the Management Committee as necessary, the

Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary, the Webmaster, the Registration

Officer, the 3rd XI Fixtures and Results Secretary, a representative of the

MCUA plus a representative from each of five full member clubs; have the five

full member clubs chosen annually and largely alphabetically. The five clubs

will change annually and be formally notified to the L&DCC at the appropriate

AGM.  The Committee will deal with cricketing matters, including youth 

cricket and the registration of players. It may also set up subcommittees to deal 

with such matters as the selection of the representative teams and 3rd XI cricket 

and will report via the Cricket Chairman to the Management Committee at 

regular intervals and at least every month.

(iv) a Disciplinary Committee, whose Chairman will deal with all matters referred to 

him by the Management Committee in accordance with the Disciplinary Guidelines issued by the

 

L&DCC and agreed by the member clubs. ECB guidelines will also be taken into account.


(e) The subcommittees’ detailed terms of reference and procedures will be agreed by the



Management Committee.

6. Finance

(a) The L&DCC’s financial year will commence on the 1st October.

(b) The Annual Accounts will be audited by an Honorary Auditor appointed at the

Annual General Meeting.

(c) Cheques drawn on the L&DCC’s bank account will be signed by the Honorary

Treasurer and countersigned as required by the Chairman, Honorary Secretary or

other officer of the L&DCC.

(d) Should any monies remain outstanding as at the date of the first league fixture in

April in any year, no match points will be gained by the offending club in all team

league fixtures until such a debt is paid to the Honorary Treasurer and/or to the

satisfaction of the Management Committee.

7. Annual General Meeting

(a) The meeting will be held in the month of January each year and nominations of

officers must be submitted to the Honorary Secretary by 31st October of the

preceding year.

(b) All nominations for membership of the Management Committee will be made in

writing, before 31st October of the previous year, on the official form provided for

this purpose and will be proposed by the Management Committee or the Cricket

Chairman and/or Secretary of one full member club and seconded by the Cricket

Chairman and/or Secretary of a different full member club. Proposals by the

Management Committee do not need to be formally seconded. The proposal will

indicate the nominee’s willingness to serve. The categories requiring formal

notification in addition to the Management Committee are:

- the Chairman of the Disciplinary sub Committee.

- the Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary.

- the Assistant Honorary 3rd XI Fixtures and Results Secretary.



Correction
(c) The Honorary Secretary will provide all member clubs with at least 28 days notice

in writing and forward a copy of:

(i) The Financial Statement

(ii) Nominations for the Management Committee

(iii) A detailed Agenda

(iv) The proposed amendments (if applicable) to the Constitution, Rules and

Regulations and the names of membership applicants together with their

proposers and seconders.

(d) The quorum of an AGM is the nearest whole figure to two thirds of the full member

clubs at the time of the meeting.

(e) (i) Attendance at the meeting will not be restricted. The Press will be welcome,

if invited by the Management Committee.

(ii) Each full member club will only be allowed one vote. Proxy votes will not be

allowed. Voting will be by show of hands except where a proposal for a paper

ballot has been approved or where elections to the Management Committee

are concerned.

(iii) All constitutional matters decided by voting will require a two thirds

majority of full member clubs except for the election of members of the

Management Committee where a simple majority is required.

(iv) All other matters will be decided by a two thirds majority of those full member

clubs present and voting (excluding abstentions).

(v) The Chairman will have the casting vote.

(vi) Associate member clubs will not be allowed a vote unless the meeting has

previously agreed, except in the case of a proposal relating to either the 2nd or 3rd  XI

Item 4 of AGM list
competition when each associate member club, with a team in the 2nd or 3rd  XI

competition respectively,  will be allowed one vote.

(f) The ordinary business of the AGM will consist of:

(i) Presentation of the Annual Report;

(ii) Consideration of the Financial Statement;

(iii) Election of Officers and Committee Members for the ensuing year;

(iv) Determination of the subscription for the ensuing year;

(v) Any other business of which due notice has been given;

(vi) Appointment of Honorary Auditor;

(vii) Appointment of Honorary Solicitor.

(g) Should no nominations for any particular office or membership of the Management

Committee have been received by the Honorary Secretary prior to 31st October of

the preceding year, nominations may be proposed and seconded at the AGM and

voted upon in accordance with (e) above.

(h) All general propositions and changes to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations

will be proposed and seconded on the official form as indicated in (b) above and

forwarded to the Honorary Secretary by 31st October of the preceding year.

(i) Amendments to propositions may be proposed, seconded and voted upon at the

AGM. If accepted, the amended proposition will be put to the vote and, if further

accepted, incorporated in the L&DCC’s Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

8. Special General Meetings

(a) A Special General Meeting (SGM) will be convened by the Honorary Secretary as

and when required by the Management Committee or at the request of nine full

member clubs from whom requests for such a meeting in writing are required by the

Honorary Secretary.

(b) At least 21 days notice of such a meeting will be provided to members and the notice

will state the specific purpose of the meeting including any proposed changes to

the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

(c) The quorum, attendance and voting rights for an SGM will be the same as for an

AGM.

(d) A ‘pre-season’ SGM will be held on a Tuesday in April before the start of the

season.

(e) An ‘end of season’ SGM will be held on a Tuesday in October as required.

(f) A 3rd XI ‘end of season’ SGM will be held in November as required.

9. Fixtures

(a) After full consultation with the 3rd XI Fixtures and Results Secretary and the Fixtures 

To avoid any confusion

Secretary of the Feeder League(s), the Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary 

will present draft fixtures to the Cricket Chairman for ultimate approval by the 

Management Committee by the 31st of December. The fixtures for the ensuing 

season will then be forwarded to each member club by the Honorary Fixtures 

and Results Secretary.  No alteration will be made to either dates or venues on the

 

Official Fixture List without the prior approval of the Management Committee.  

Requests must be submitted to the appropriate Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary 

Reworded to avoid confusion

on the form provided (on the website).
(b) Upon request, clubs will be entitled to play their traditional local rivals on Spring

and August Bank Holiday Mondays both at 1st and 2nd XI, so long as they are in

the same division.

10. Constitution, Rules and Regulations

The Constitution, Rules and Regulations can only be amended, added to or deleted at an

Annual or Special General Meeting.

11. Complaints

(a) All complaints will be forwarded, in writing, to the Honorary Secretary.

(b) Any member club, member of the Management Committee or member of the MCUA

making a complaint against any other member club, or player or member thereof, will

forward a copy of the complaint to the member club or clubs concerned.

(c) A copy of the complaint will be forwarded immediately upon receipt by the

Honorary Secretary to the secretary of the member club or clubs concerned requesting

written comments which will be returned within 14 days. Complaints will be

investigated and dealt with in accordance with the Disciplinary Procedures.

(d) Complaints relating to the management of the L&DCC or any other matter of a

general nature will, in the first instance, be dealt with by the Management Committee.

12. Fines and penalties






Consistency with Playing Regulations
(a) In addition to any fines included above, eg 3(i), the following fines will be levied:

(i) Any club failing to attend the AGM or a Special General Meeting in any calendar


year will be fined £25.00 on the first occasion, and £50.00 on any subsequent

occasion.

(ii) Fines will be incurred by clubs which fail to comply with the various


Read in conjunction with Playing Regs 

Playing Regulations 6, 8(a)-(ii), (ix) and (xii), 8(b)(i), 9(a), 10(d)(ii), 11(b)(i) and 11(c). 
(b) Point penalties will be incurred by clubs which fail to comply Clause 6(d) above 

and  with the Playing Regulations (4(a)(vii) and 6)




Read in conjunction with Playing Regs
(c) Any fines or other outstanding monies not paid to the Honorary Treasurer by the

31st December (i.e. 3 months from the end of the Financial Year) will be doubled.

13. ECB Safe Hands Policy (October 2003)

(a) The L&DCC is firmly and enthusiastically committed to

ensuring that Cricket within the L&DCC, provides a safe, friendly and enjoyable

experience for children and vulnerable adults. To this end, the L&DCC requires

that member clubs implement fully the ECB Safe Hands Policy (October 2003) in

respect of the welfare of young people in cricket. The Child Welfare Officer from each

club shall be defined and recorded in the L&DCC handbook.

(b) Each member club is required to appoint a Child Welfare Officer to qualify for both

Full and Associate membership of the L&DCC.

(c) Each full member club must have achieved Clubmark to retain L&DCC status.

From 31st December 2009, each associate member club will be required to have 
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achieved Clubmark to retain L&DCC status. A member club not registered for

Clubmark, by the specified date if appropriate, will cease to be or cannot become 

a member of the L&DCC subject to Clause 3(k).
Appendix 1

League structure for 2008 of the L&DCC - an ECB Premier League

1st XI 



2nd XI

Premier Division (14) 
First Division (14) 
Premier Division (14) 
First Division (14)

Bootle 

Ainsdale 

Bootle 

Ainsdale

Colwyn Bay 
Burscough

Fleetwood Hesketh
Burscough

Fleetwood Hesketh 
Highfield

Formby

Colwyn Bay

Formby 

Leigh 

Leigh 

Highfield

Hightown 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

Maghull

Lytham 

Maghull

Lytham 

Newton le Willows

New Brighton
Orrell Red Triangle
New Brighton 
Norley Hall (A)

Newton le Willows
Rainford

Northern

Orrell Red Triangle

Northern

Rainhill

Northop Hall
Parkfield Liscard (A)


Northop Hall
St. Helens

Ormskirk

Prestatyn

Ormskirk 

St. Helens Recs
Sefton Park

St. Helens

Prestatyn 

Sefton Park

Southport and Birkdale
Skelmersdale

Southport and Birkdale
Skelmersdale 
Wallasey

Southport Trinity (A)

Wallasey

Wigan

Wigan

Wavertree
Appendix 2

League structure for 2008 of the Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance

1st XI Division (14) 
2nd XI Division (14)

Alder 

Alder

Birkenhead St. Mary’s 
Birkenhead St. Mary’s

Caldy (A)

Caldy (A)

Haydock

Hightown

Huyton (A)

Huyton (A)

Moorfield

Moorfield

Norley Hall (A)
Old Xaverians



Old Xaverians
Port Sunlight


Parkfield Liscard
Prescot and Odyssey


Prescot and Odyssey
Rainford


Southport Trinity 
Rainhill

Sutton (St Helens)
St. Helens Recs

Wavertree 

Whitefield

Whitefield



PLAYING REGULATIONS

1. Competitions

(a) (i) The Management Committee will organise league and knockout competitions

for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd XIs. All matches will be played under the MCC Laws

of Cricket (2000 Code 2nd Edition - 2003) except where these Regulations

provide otherwise. Matches will be decided on one innings of each team.

(ii) All 1st and 2nd XI matches should be played on the member club’s main

Omitted from last year’s Handbook in error

ground.

(b) (i) The 1st and 2nd XI league competitions will each contain 28 teams with 14

teams playing in both Premier and First Divisions on a home and away basis.

At the end of each season, promotion and relegation will be on the basis of

two up and two down subject to satisfactory ground criteria. The 1st and 2nd

XI teams of any newly elected full member clubs will start by playing in the

respective First Divisions of the L&DCC.

(ii) The 1st XI Premier Division will be known as the ‘ECB Premier League’. 
If this is required it needs to be in Constitution  
(iii) Promotion and relegation of two clubs between the First Division and the
Now Constitution 3(f)
Feeder League (Merseyside and Southport Cricket Alliance) will take place

at the end of each season subject to satisfactory ground criteria.

(iv) The Management Committee will provide four members on the Feeder League           Now Constitution 5(b)

Coordinating Board which will include the Chairman, Cricket Chairman,


Grounds Chairman plus one additional member appointed by the Management

Committee. This Board will include four representatives from the M&SCA

and will be chaired by the L&DCC Chairman, who will have the casting vote.
(c) (i) The 3rd XI league Saturday competition will comprise of a Premier Division

of 12 teams playing (home and away) over 22 matches, and a First Division

of 14 teams playing (home and away) over 22 matches. Promotion and



relegation will be on the basis of two up and two down. A maximum of 6



matches (3 home, 3 away) per team may be transferred to a Sunday, but only

with the agreement of the opposition and the Management Committee. The

Management Committee will modify the pattern of Saturday 3rd XI First

Division fixtures as necessary and according to the number of teams.

(ii) The 3rd XI league Sunday competition will comprise of a Premier Division 

of 10 teams and First Divisions East and West each of 10 teams, each division 
Following agreed change last season (see (iii) below)

playing 18 matches on a home and away basis. Promotion and relegation will 

be on the basis of two up and two down from the Premier Division and one up 

and one down  from each of the two First Divisions.  A maximum of 6 matches 

(3 home, 3 away) per team may be transferred to a Saturday, but only with the 

agreement of the opposition and the Management Committee. The Management 

Committee will modify the pattern of Sunday 3rd XI First Division fixtures as 

necessary and according to the number of teams.

(iii) From season 2009, the 3rd XI league Sunday competition will comprise of a

Premier Division of 10 teams playing home and away over 18 matches and

two First Divisions arranged on a regional basis of circa 10 teams each

playing circa 18 matches. Promotion and relegation will be on the basis of

two up and two down from the Premier Division and one up and one down

from each of the two First Divisions.
(d) (i) The league competition winners will be the team scoring the highest number

of points at the end of the season.

(ii) If two or more teams finish level on points, their respective final positions

will be decided using the following additional criteria:

(a) total number of matchs won;

(b) most number of points obtained in matches between respective teams

during the season;

(c) most batting bonus points obtained:

(d) most bowling bonus points obtained.

(iii) If after application of the above criteria all is level, the title will be shared. For

the purposes of promotion, relegation and county cup qualifications, places

will be determined by the toss of a coin.

(e) Special rules relating to the various knockout competitions are given elsewhere in

this handbook.

(f) Trophies will be awarded annually to the league champions and knockout cup

winners, plus additional awards to the runners up as may be agreed by the

Management Committee.

2. The pitch (covering)

In the event of rain interfering during the hours of play, the whole of the pitch will be

covered, if covers are available.

3. Balls






See AGM proposals
(a) Each club will provide either a Reader’s Sovereign Special County Grade ‘A’ or



a Duke’s County International Grade ‘A’ ball, manufactured of English materials

for use in all 1st and 2nd XI matches.

(b) In all 1st XI matches, a new ball will be used at the start of each innings.

(c) All match balls will be inspected and approved by the umpires before the match and

their decision will be final.

(d) In other matches where a new ball is not used, the ball must be acceptable to the

opposing captain.

(e) The captain of each team will provide an umpire with a spare ball in the event that

the original ball is lost or becomes unfit for play.

(f) Teams will bowl their own ball in each match.

4. Playing times in league matches

(a) 1st XI matches:

(i) Matches will normally commence at 1:00 pm but will commence at 12:30 pm

in April and at 12:00 noon on the Saturday between the 15th and 21st of

August and for the remainder of the season.

(ii) All matches will be of no more than 6 hours 15 minutes playing time, plus any

additional time taken for the bowling of a minimum 20 overs in the ‘last

hour’. The 10 minute interval between innings will be added to the playing

time if it does not occur during the tea interval. If the first innings of a match

ends in the ‘last hour’, overs will not be deducted for the 10 minutes interval

between innings. (This will allow the bowling of 110 overs in the day).

(iii) The tea interval will be of 30 minutes duration and will normally be

taken between innings, but in any event no later than 3 hours and 30

minutes after the scheduled start of play (i.e. 12:30 pm, 1:00 pm or 12:00

noon) irrespective of the state of the match.

In the event of the first innings being completed prior to 3 hours and 30     

Omitted from Regs last year in error

minutes playing time and tea not being able to be taken, play will

continue, following 10 minutes between innings, until 3 hours and 30

minutes is reached when the tea interval will be taken.
In the event of a wicket falling within 2 minutes of the tea interval, tea

will not be taken and the over will be completed unless the batting side

is all out or its captain should decide to declare.

At the discretion of the umpires, tea may be taken at some other time that



may be necessary and convenient, such as during a stoppage for rain.



Should this be the case and if relevant, the subsequent interval between

innings must not exceed 10 minutes and a tea interval taken during a

stoppage for rain etc. must be designated and entered on the score sheet.

(iv) Drinks will be taken 1 hour and 45 minutes after the start of play and at 15

minutes prior to the commencement time of the ‘last hour’, (i.e. at 5.30 pm for
chronological order!

a 12 noon start, at 6:00 pm for a 12:30 pm start or 6:30 pm for a 1:00 pm
start) or at such earlier time after the tea interval as agreed by both captains,

unless both captains and both umpires agree to dispense with either or

both drinks intervals.

(v) Either captain can insist that both teams assemble at the venue for a ground

inspection to be made prior to the start of the match.

(vi) No match may start later than two and a half hours after the scheduled start

time (i.e. 12:30 pm, 1:00 pm or 12:00 noon). If tea cannot be taken during this

period, play must commence within two hours of the scheduled start time.

(vii) To comply with ECB requirements all teams in the Premier Division and First

Division must bowl their overs at a minimum average rate of 17 overs per

hour. Failure to do so will result in the following penalties in all matches

irrespective of the result:

(a) between 16.00 and 16.99 overs per hour – 1 point penalty deduction

(b) between 15.00 and 15.99 overs per hour – 2 point penalty deduction

(c) between 14.00 and 14.99 overs per hour - 3 point penalty deduction

(d) less than 14.00 overs per hour - 4 point penalty deduction.

For over rate calculations, an allowance of 2 minutes will be made per fall of

wicket (unless a wicket falls to the last ball of the innings) and 3 minutes per

drinks break, plus an additional allowance of 2 minutes. Calculations will be

rounded to no more than two places of decimals.

Umpires are responsible for ALL recorded times in connection with over rate

calculations and their decisions are final.

For penalties in 4(a)(vii) to be imposed re: over rates, there must be a minimum

of 2 hours playing time during the innings, (e.g. in the second innings, there

will be at least 1 hours batting prior to the calling of the ‘last hour’).

Incidents of lost time, e.g. intervals, stoppages, injury, lost ball, other

unforeseen circumstances, or deliberate time wasting by either the batting or

the bowling side, will be reported on the score sheet by the umpires.

Final decisions on penalties will be taken by the Management Committee

following consideration by the Cricket Committee, after consultation with

the umpires following consideration and/or investigation by the Cricket

Committee.

(viii) Where four sight screens are available and are of adequate size, when a bowler

is bowling an over containing deliveries from both over and round the

wicket, the screens will be divided and left suitably aligned on either side of

the wicket.

(b) 2nd and 3rd XI matches:

(i) Matches will normally commence at 1:45 pm but will commence at 12.45 pm

on the Saturday between the 15th and 21st of August for the remainder of the

season.

(ii) When a 1st XI fixture has been played ‘early’ for any reason it shall then be

considered ‘locked’ to the equivalent 2nd XI fixture as per the number in the

fixtures in the Handbook. In consequence, all 1st XI players who play in a

rearranged fixture played ‘early’ (in for example, fixture number 8) are then

barred from playing for the 2nd XI when this fixture is played in the ‘correct’

scheduled position (for fixture number 8) later in the season. The converse

situation i.e. in which a 2nd XI fixture has been played ‘early’ shall not

apply.

(iii) If both teams are in agreement, 3rd and 4th XIs shall have the option of

commencing matchs at 12:45 pm or sooner throughout the season. In the event

of there being disagreement between the team, regulation 4(b)(i) shall apply.

Notice of an ‘early start’ match must be given to the 3rd XI Fixtures and

Results Secretary a minimum of 24 hours in advance.

(iv) All matches will be of no more than 5 hours 15 minutes playing time, plus any

additional time taken for the bowling of a minimum 20 overs in the ‘last

hour’. The 10 minute interval between innings will be added to the playing

time. if it does not occur during the tea interval.

(v) Either captain can insist that both team assemble at the venue for a ground

inspection to be made prior to the start of the match.

(vi) The tea interval will be of 30 minutes duration and will normally be taken

between innings.

At the discretion of the umpires, tea may be taken at some other time that may

be necessary and convenient, such as during a stoppage for rain; should this

be the case and if relevant, the subsequent interval between innings must not

exceed 10 minutes and a tea interval taken during a stoppage for rain etc. must

be designated and entered on the score sheet.

(vii) No match may start later than two and a half hours after the scheduled start

time (i.e. 1:45 pm or 12:45 pm) whether or not the tea interval has been taken.

(viii) The start of the ‘last hour’ may be delayed for up to 30 minutes only in the
Item 8 of AGM list
event of the ground play being affected by the weather during or before the start of

play, or due to adverse weather and/or light conditions during play.
(ix) Where four sight screens are available and are of adequate size, when a bowler

is bowling an over containing deliveries from both over and round the

wicket, the screens will be divided and left suitably aligned on either side of

the wickets.

5. Points awarded in league matches

Points will be awarded as follows:

(a) 20 points for a win.

(b) Bonus points:

1st XI matches:






Rearranged for clarity

(i) Batting: - 1 point at 100 runs, 2 points at 130 runs, 3 points at 160 runs, 4



points at 190 runs and 5 points at 220 runs.





(ii) Bowling:- 1 point for 2 wickets, 2 points for 4 wickets, 3 points for 6 wickets,


4 points for 8 wickets and 5 points for 10 wickets.





2nd and 3rd XI matches:

(iii) Batting: - 1 point at 100 runs, 2 points at 125 runs, 3 points at 150 runs, 4


points at 175 runs and 5 points at 200 runs.

(iv) Bowling:- 1 point for 2 wickets, 2 points for 4 wickets, 3 points for 6 wickets,

4 points for 8 wickets and 5 points for 10 wickets.

all matches:

(v) Full bowling bonus points will be awarded in the event of the dismissal of

a batting side whose number comprises less than 11 players, or when there

are no further players available to bat.
(c) Batting bonus points will be awarded up to and including the 55th over

(45th over in 2nd and 3rd XI matches) of the first innings and for the whole

of the second innings.

(d) If a team batting first declares, or is all out, before or on the completion of 55

overs (45 overs in 2nd and 3rd XI matches) and wins, all batting bonus

points awarded will be retained in addition to the 20 points for a win.

(e) If a captain loses the toss and his team bowls first and wins, all bowling

bonus points awarded will be retained in addition to the 20 points for a win.

(f) Teams drawing or losing a match will retain all bonus points awarded.

(g) Tied matches: 15 points will be awarded to each team.

(h) Abandoned matches:

(i) Matches abandoned without a ball being bowled will be regarded as

Distinction from ‘no decision’

‘abandoned’ and each team will be awarded 5 points.

(ii) Matches abandoned after the start due to weather and/or light conditions

will be regarded as ‘no decision’. In ‘no decision’ matches each team will be

awarded 5 points or will retain its bonus points gained (if more than 5) if 15 
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overs or more of the second innings have been completed.

6. Fines and penalties





Consistency with Constitution


(a) In the event of a team defaulting on a L&DCC league fixture for an

unacceptable reason, 10 points will be deducted from its total league points

to date and 25 points will be awarded to its opponents.

A club must always fulfill fixtures at the highest level in the event of a default

(e.g. if the 2nd XI defaults, the 3rd XI fulfils the 2nd XI’s fixture).

In a L&DCC knockout fixture, a defaulting team will forfeit the match.

A minimum number of 7 players constitutes a team. If this number is not

available at the scheduled start time plus 1 hour, the team will have defaulted

on the fixture for an unacceptable reason. Team captains may extend this

period only by mutual agreement but, in any event, Rule 4(a)(vi) or 4(b)(iv)

will apply.


After the first occasion, the team will be subject to the following penalties:

(i) on the second occasion, a deduction of 10 points and a fine of £25.00;

(ii) on the third occasion, a deduction of 20 points and a fine of £50.00;

(iii) on the fourth occasion, a deduction of 30 points, a fine of £75.00 and any

further penalties imposed as a result of a disciplinary hearing which

will be automatically called.

(b) Any team found to have played a player in any L&DCC match who was

ineligible for any of the reasons contained in these rules and regulations will be

subject to the following penalties:

in a league fixture -

in addition to forfeiting any points gained during it, be subject to the following

penalties:

(i) on the first occasion a deduction of 10 points and a fine of £25.00;

(ii) on the second occasion a deduction of 20 points and a fine of £50.00;

(iii) on the third occasion a deduction of 30 points, a fine of £75.00 and any further

penalties imposed as a result of a disciplinary hearing which will be

automatically called;

(iv) in addition to all or any of the penalties (i) to (iii) above, 25 points will be

awarded to the opponents in any league fixture when a team has played an

ineligible player:

(v) if a club should provide incorrect information to an umpire with regard to the

age/date of birth of a junior player for whatever reason, the following penalty

will apply:

A deduction of all points gained, plus a fine of £75.00 and any further

penalties imposed as the Management Committee considers necessary in the

circumstances and for which there will be the opportunity for appeal by the

club.

in a knockout fixture -

(vi) the match will be forfeited and a fine of £25.00.

(vii) if a club should provide incorrect information to an umpire with regard to the

age/date of birth of a junior player for whatever reason, the following penalty

will apply:

the match will be forfeited, plus a fine of £75.00 and any further penalties

imposed as the Management Committee considers necessary in the

circumstances and for which there will be the opportunity for appeal by the

club.

(c) These penalties will be in addition to any fines imposed under Rule 12(b) of the

Rule 12(b) doesn’t impose any fines

Constitution.
7. Players

(a) Each nominated team in each 1st XI match must field at least nine players
Delete ‘From the start of season 2007’ in Handbook
qualified to play for England, and may contain no more than one non resident

overseas player, i.e. who is not eligible to play for England and does not

satisfy the criteria for ‘overseas players resident in England’.

and does not satisfy the criteria for ‘overseas players resident in England’.

(b) (i) The Cricket Committee will nominate one of its members to administer a

‘Registration of Players’ scheme based on guidance issued by the Lancashire

Cricket Board.

(ii) Only registered players will be allowed to play in 1st and 2nd XI and at least

72 hours notice will be required for the registration of new players.

(iii) (a) All overseas players must be registered to play at a particular level (e.g.

1st XI) at the time of registration and cannot play at a lower level

without the agreement of the Management Committee.  No player having played 

first class cricket within the past five years may play in other than 1st XI cricket 

without the permission of Management Committee.

(iv) All overseas players must be registered if it is intended that they will play in

a 3rd XI and non-registered players will not be eligible for selection for any

L&DCC representative team.

(c) Each member club is responsible for ensuring that:

(i) All its players wear white clothing and footwear on the field of play, bowlers 
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are not  permitted to wear visible coloured clothing, including under arm panel 

clothing, when bowling.  Advertising on clothing and equipment is within the 

allowable and acceptable terms of the International Cricket Council Rules and 

Regulations as far as the same may apply.

(ii) a playing member who joins the club from another club has fully paid his due

playing membership subscription at his previous club for that season and

that he has not been expelled from, nor is under suspension from another club

before offering facilities.

(d) A player who has played more than 50% 1st XI league and/or knockout matches for

their club (this period shall be at the discretion of the Cricket Committee of the

L&DCC and could include part of the previous season), will not be eligible for

participation in a Sunday 2nd XI rearranged match.

(e) In 3rd XI league matches played on Sundays, no more than three players who have

played on the previous day for a 1st or 2nd XI will be eligible to play and then only

if they have played 50% or more of their matches for a 3rd XI in the current season.

However, there is no restriction on players under the age of 17, on 1st September the

previous year, being able to play on both days.

(f) The ECB ‘Fast Bowling’ and ‘Wearing of Helmets by Young Players and Fielding’

Directives will be implemented in all matches.

(g) Wicket keeper’s gloves must be fully compliant with current ECB regulations and

be of the thumb strap (and not pouch) type. Wicket keeper’s gloves will be subject

to inspection by the umpires prior to the commencement of, or during, the match.

This applies in all 1st, 2nd and 3rd XI league and knockout matches.

8. Umpires

(a) 1st XI matches:

(i) The Merseyside Cricket Umpires Association, hereinafter referred to as the

MCUA, will appoint two umpires for each 1st XI match who are responsible

for ensuring all matches commence at the appointed time in accordance with

4 (a) (i) unless advised otherwise by a member of the Management Committee.

(ii) Each umpire will receive travelling expenses, payable BEFORE the start of

the match, of an amount as from time to time agreed by the Management

Committee in consultation with the MCUA and notified to clubs at the start

of the season, the cost being shared equally by the participating clubs. In the

event of these not being provided before the start of the match, the umpires are

obliged to submit a report and an automatic fine of £25.00 will be imposed.

(iii) It is the responsibility of the home club to inform both umpires when a match

has been cancelled.

(iv) If an umpire should travel to a ground when a match has been cancelled, 50%

of current travelling expenses will be paid by the home club. A similar sum

will be payable in the event of cancellation after 10:00 am on the morning of

the match.

(v) Normal expenses are payable if the match is cancelled whilst the umpires are

at the ground.

(vi) At least one umpire must be present at the toss in all matches.

(vii) In the event of there being only one appointed umpire, he will stand at the

bowler’s end throughout the match and he will be the sole judge of all

matters relating to the MCC Laws of Cricket (2000 Code 2nd Edition - 2003)

and these Regulations. He will be entitled to receive travelling expenses as

agreed in (ii) above.

(viii) The decision as to whether the ground or weather and/or light conditions are

fit for play will rest with the umpires who will be the sole judges both before

the start of the match and throughout.  In the event of only one MCUA member umpire 

To cover all eventualities

 being present, the decision will rest with the umpire and the captains who all must 

agree that the conditions are fit for play before play can commence (recommence). 
(ix) The umpires will be provided BEFORE the toss with an accurately completed

team sheet by each captain. In the event of a team sheet not being submitted

or submitted after the start of the match, the umpires are obliged to submit a

report and an automatic fine of £25.00 will be imposed.

Accurately completed team sheets will be completed by and exchanged

between captains BEFORE the toss should player-umpires need to be used

during a match. It will then be the responsibility of each captain to ensure

that there is full compliance with ECB fast bowling directives.

The umpires will also be provided BEFORE the commencement of the match

with their travelling expenses. In the event of these not being provided

before the start of the match, the umpires are obliged to submit a report and an

automatic fine of £25 will be imposed.

(x) The umpires will sign the score sheet AFTER the match having confirmed the

winner of the toss, the result, the total scores, total overs bowled, the playing

times, the number of overs that have been bowled in the second innings up to

the start of the ‘last hour’ and record any time lost during the match together

with reasons.

(xi) Time lost for all occurrences, except as allowed in 4 (a) (ii), will be taken from

the playing time.

(xii) The umpires are to be marked in all matches. Both captains are to mark each

umpire out of 5 on cards provided by the MCUA. Completed cards are to be

forwarded to the Appointments’ Secretary of the MCUA. Those not received

from club captains within 72 hours of the end of each league match will incur

a fine of £15.00.

(xiii) Umpires will report on the ground and conditions for play, players’ behaviour

and captain’s control in respect of all matches on cards provided by the

Management Committee.

(xiv) Completed cards are to be forwarded by the umpires to the person named on

the card within 5 days following the date of the match.

(b) 2nd and 3rd XI matches:

(i) Each member club will appoint a competent umpire. Failure to appoint an

umpire at each 2nd XI match, will result in a fine of £10.00 being imposed in

respect of each failed appointment. Regulation 8(a)(vii) above will apply if

only one appointed umpire is present.

(ii) In the event of poor playing conditions and  no MCUA member umpires being 
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present, the decision to play will rest with the captains who must both agree 

that the conditions are fit for play. Should an MCUA member umpire be present, 

all three parties must agree but if two MCUA member umpires are present, the 

decision will be made solely by the umpires in accordance with 8(a)(viii).

(iii) At least one umpire must be present at the toss in all matches.

(iv) The umpires, and/or for 3rd XI matches the captains, will sign the score sheet

AFTER the match having confirmed the winner of the toss, the result, the total

scores, total overs bowled, the playing times and record any time lost during

the match together with reasons.

(c) all matches:

(i) The deliberate bowling of wides or no balls is unsporting behaviour. If the

umpire considers that the fielding side is guilty of such behaviour, he will

call and signal ‘dead ball’ and apply the appropriate procedure for unfair

play as laid down in the MCC Laws of Cricket (2000 Code 2nd Edition -

2003) - Law 42.

(ii) Umpires will report any case of alleged misconduct to the MCUA appointed

Discipline Coordinator by telephone, e-mail or fax within 48 hours of the

match and in writing using the standard form within 7 days. Such incidents

will be reported by the Discipline Coordinator to the L&DCC Disciplinary

Chairman/Secretary immediately upon receipt for appropriate action.

(iii) Dangerous and unfair bowling - either Umpire shall call and signal ‘no ball’

for the bowling of both fast short pitched balls and high full pitched balls in

accordance with the MCC Laws of Cricket (2000 Code 2nd Edition - 2003)

- Law 42.6.

(iv) In addition, no more than 2 fast short pitched deliveries below head height

and aimed at the batsman are permitted per over. Any deliveries in excess of

this number will be called as ‘no ball’ by the non striker’s umpire.

9. Scorers

(a) Each club will appoint a competent scorer for each match. Failure to provide

competent scorers for both 1st and 2nd XI matches will result in a fine of £20.00

being imposed in respect of each failed appointment.

(b) The scoreboard will indicate the number of the over in progress at all times except

at the start of the ‘last hour’ in a league match when the number will revert to ‘1’

and thereafter show the over in progress of the minimum 20 overs.

(c) The home team’s scorer will be responsible for completing all details of the score

sheet within half an hour of the end of the match for signing by the umpires.

10. Telephoning of results to Fixtures and Results Secretaries

(a) 1st XI matches:

Each home team captain/scorer will be responsible for telephoning the Honorary
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Fixtures and Results Secretary before 9 pm on the evening of a match with:

Item 11 on AGM list

(i) the line score together with number of overs bowled;

(ii) the winner of the toss;

(iii) the score after 55 overs in the first innings (league matches);

(iv) brief details, giving scores over 30, 3 wickets or more, main partnerships, hat

tricks etc.

(v) each member club will also be responsible for ensuring that the result and full

scorecard of each home league fixture is recorded on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’

following the weekend’s results. Failure to comply (thus affecting other

member clubs with regard to up to date statistical information) will result in

a fine being imposed by the Management Committee and ultimate loss of ECB

Funds.

(b) 2nd XI matches:

Each home team captain/scorer will be responsible for telephoning the Honorary

Fixtures and Results Secretary before 9:00 pm on the evening of a match with:

(i) the line score together with number of overs bowled;

(ii) the winner of the toss;

(iii) the score after 45 overs in the first innings (league matches); and

(iv) brief details, giving scores over 30, 3 wickets or more, main partnerships, hat

tricks etc.

(c) 3rd XI matches:

Each home team captain/scorer will be responsible for telephoning the Assistant

Fixtures and Results Secretary before 9:00 pm on the evening of a match with:

(i) the line score together with number of overs bowled;

(ii) the winner of the toss;

(iii) the score after 45 overs in the first innings (league matches); and

(iv) brief details, giving scores over 30, 3 wickets or more, main partnerships, hat

tricks etc.

(d) all matches:

(i) it will still be necessary to telephone the details even if a match was

conceded, abandoned or if there was no decision.

(ii) failure to telephone by the required time will result in the home team’s club

being fined the sum of £5.00.
11. Score sheets

(a) Score sheets will be provided by the Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary.

(b) Each home team captain in all matches is responsible for ensuring that:
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(i) the score sheet is posted as soon as possible after the match in question using
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first class mail in order that it be received by the Fixtures and Results

Secretaries before 5:00 pm on the Wednesday following the match.

(ii) a completed sheet is submitted even if a match has been abandoned or

conceded during play.

(c) Failure to comply with the above will result in the home club being fined the sum

of £5.00 and a further £5.00 if a sheet is received more than a week after the deadline.


(d) Clubs should enter their 3rd XI match details on ‘ldcc.play-cricket.com’.



(e) All clubs are responsible for providing any information regarding matches played,

as the Honorary Secretary may require from time to time, for the purposes of

maintaining the records of the Committee and resolving complaints and disciplinary

issues.
12. Disciplinary Procedures

The L&DCC’s Disciplinary Procedures, based on the model rules of the ECB and as

described elsewhere in this handbook will apply to all matches played under its

auspices.

13. Breach of Regulations

Except where specifically provided for in these Regulations, all reported breaches of the

Regulations will be dealt with by the Disciplinary Committee whose decision will be

final.

14. Powers of the Management Committee

The Management Committee will have the powers to determine any matter not provided

for in these Regulations.

RULES FOR BUSINESS ASSISTANCE KNOCKOUT 

TROPHY, CHESTER CUP AND EMBEE TROPHY 
1. Draws

(a) The draws for each competition will be on an open and not a regional basis.

(b) (i) The final of the 1st XI knockout (qualified by the name of a sponsor, if

applicable) will be played on the second Sunday in September.

(ii) The final of the 2nd XI knockout (the Chester Cup) will be played on the first

Sunday in September.

(iii) The final of the 3rd XI knockout (the Embee Trophy) will be played on the

second Sunday in August.

(iv) The dates will be as above unless agreed otherwise by the Management

Committee and the venues (grounds of one of the participating teams) will be

determined when the draws for the competitions are made.
2. Fixtures

(a) Dates will be laid down by the Management Committee for the playing of matches

in each round. If matches cannot be completed by the dates laid down, an automatic

7 day extension (i.e. Monday to Sunday) will apply. If a result should not be

obtained on the final day of the extension period, and the captains do not agree to

the option contained in Rule 7(c) below, it will be necessary to toss a coin to decide

the winner. In exceptional circumstances, a joint application for an extension

supported by both clubs should be submitted to the Management Committee for

consideration.

(b) Each home team will offer the opposition three dates for ties, up to and including the

semi final, the first date of which must provide at least eight days notice. These dates

will include a minimum of two Sundays.

(c) It is the responsibility of the home team captain to advise the Honorary Fixtures and

Results Secretary and the Appointments Secretary of the MCUA of the date and

details of each fixture.
(d) 1st and 2nd XI Knockout matches should be played on the member club’s main

ground.

(e) A club failing to raise a team and subsequently unable to fulfill the fixture, will not

be entered in the following season’s competition and will lose one third of any

agreed sponsorship monies. The Management Committee decision will be final in

the event of exceptional circumstances prevailing.

(f) The Sunday dates as arranged by the League Cricket Conference for the semi final

and final of the President’s Trophy Competition shall be kept clear of all L&DCC


1st XI League and/or Knockout Cup fixtures.

3. Players

(a) Playing Regulation 7 will apply to all matches.

(b) (i) Only regular bona fide playing members as registered with their club and the

L&DCC will be eligible to play in the competition. A bonafide member is



defined as a member who has been formally accepted as a member by the

committee of that club and who has fulfilled the subscription requirements for

the current season.

(ii) A player, although he be a bona fide member of a club represented in this

competition but playing for another club in another Saturday or Sunday

League, Association or Competition etc., shall not be considered eligible at

any time.

(iii) No player will be allowed to play for more than one club in a season in this

competition.

(c) A player selected to play for the Competition’s L&DCC Representative XI in the League

Cricket Conference President’s Trophy quarter final or later round or the North

West Colts Trophy semi final or final will not be allowed to play in a 1st, 2nd or 3rd

XI Knockout or rearranged league fixture on the same day.

2nd XI Knockout:

(d) A player who has played more 1st XI than 2nd XI league and knockout matches for

his club up to any round will not be eligible for participation in the round in

question (e.g. if a player has played ten matches, six in the 1st XI [4 league and 2

knockout], he will not be eligible).

3rd XI Knockout:

(e) A player who has played more 1st and/or 2nd XI than 3rd XI league and knockout

matches for his club up to any round will not be eligible for participation in the

round in question (e.g. if a player has played ten matches, six in the 1st XI and/or

2nd XI [4 league and 2 knockout], he will not be eligible).

2nd and 3rd XI Knockouts:

(f) In the event of a player playing for his club in two matches over a weekend at

different levels, only the first match will count towards knockout qualification.

(g) Matches played for his club in another Saturday or Sunday League, Association or

Competition etc., (with the exception of the Merseyside and Southport Cricket

Alliance) or its knockout competitions will not be considered for qualification in

this competition.

(h) If a player changes clubs within the Competition L&DCC during the season, the number and

category of matches played for any previous club in that season will be taken into

account in assessing qualification for his new club.

(i) For the purpose of this rule, a match will be defined as one in which a minimum of

one ball has been bowled. If a match has been abandoned without a ball being

bowled, it will not come into consideration for a player’s qualification.

4. Umpires

1st XI Knockout:

(a) Playing Regulation 8 will apply to the appointment of, reimbursement of expenses

for, marking of and ground reporting by the umpires for all matches. For the final,

travelling expenses will be paid by the L&DCC.





(b) The umpires are responsible for ensuring all matches commence at the appointed

time in accordance with Knockout Match Conditions 6(a)(i) unless advised

otherwise by a member of the Management Committee.
2nd XI Knockout:

(c) (i) Teams may request the MCUA to appoint umpires in the first two rounds.

(ii) If the MCUA does not appoint the umpires, each team will appoint a competent

umpire for the first two rounds. The MCUA will then appoint umpires for the

third round, semi finals and final.

(iii) The MCUA umpires’ travelling expenses will be paid by the clubs BEFORE

the start of the match, with the exception of the final when they will be paid

by the L&DCC.






3rd XI Knockout:

(d) (i) Each team will appoint a competent umpire for the first three rounds. The

MCUA will then appoint umpires for the semi finals and final.

(ii) The MCUA umpires’ travelling expenses will be paid by the clubs BEFORE

the start of the match, with the exception of the final when they will be paid

by the L&DCC.







5. Tea interval

The tea interval of 30 minutes duration will normally be taken between innings. If tea has

been taken at some other time, such as during a stoppage for rain, the interval between

innings will not exceed 10 minutes. A tea interval taken during a stoppage for rain must

be designated and entered on the scoresheet.

6. Match conditions

(a) (i) Matches will commence at 1:30 pm with the possible exception of the final,

and will consist of one innings per team with each innings being limited to

45 six ball overs in the 1st and 2nd XI Knockouts, and 40 overs in the 3rd XI Knockout.
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(ii) Playing Regulation 3 - Balls, will apply to all matches.

(iii) If the team fielding first fails to bowl the required number of overs by the

scheduled time for the cessation of the first innings (3 hours for 45 overs or 2 hours 40 minutes for 40 overs in

an uninterrupted innings), play will continue until the required number of

overs have been bowled. Unless otherwise determined by the umpires, the

team batting second will only have available to it the number of overs that it

bowled by the scheduled time for the cessation of the first innings. The over

in progress at the scheduled cessation time will count as a completed over.

(iv) The umpires will have the discretion to increase the number of overs to be

bowled by the team bowling second if both of them agree that events beyond

the control of the team bowling first (including time wasting by the team

batting first) prevented that team from bowling the required number of overs

by the scheduled time for the cessation of the first innings.

Example: In the first innings, if the 44th over commences after the 3 hour

limit, the 45 overs will be completed (unless team is all out) but the second

innings will be limited to 43 overs.

(b) Each captain can insist that both teams assemble at the venue for a ground

inspection to be made prior to the start of the match. The decision as to whether the

ground or weather and/or light conditions are fit for play will rest with the umpires

appointed by the MCUA who will be the sole judges both before the start of the

match and throughout.

(c) (i) If playing time is lost due to ground or weather conditions, either before play

or during the first innings, the overs remaining for play will be rearranged so

that each team bats for the same number of overs. This shall be calculated by

deducting 1 over for every full period of 4 minutes to be deducted equally

from each team.

(ii) If playing time is lost due to ground or weather conditions during the second

innings, the overs remaining in that innings will be based upon a reduction

of one over for every 4 minutes lost, ignoring any fractions.

(d) Each team must bowl 10 overs to ensure a result, unless the second innings is

reduced in length through a slow over rate [6(a)] or, the team batting second scores

enough runs to win the match in 10 overs or less.

(e) Should suspension of play prevent the team batting second from receiving its full

quota of overs, the overall run rate of the team batting first must be exceeded by the

team batting second provided that 10 or more overs have been bowled and the team

batting second has not lost wickets as follows:

more than 2 wickets .......... 10 overs received

more than 3 wickets .......... 10.1-15 overs received

more than 4 wickets .......... 15.1-20 overs received

more than 5 wickets .......... 20.1-25 overs received

more than 6 wickets .......... 25.1-30 overs received

more than 7 wickets .......... 30.1-35 overs received

more than 8 wickets .......... 35.1-45 overs received (40 overs in Embee Trophy)
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If the team batting second loses more wickets (than set out in the table above) before

it reaches the total number of runs required, then the match ends on the fall of the next

wicket, with the team batting first winning the match, irrespective of the scoring

rates e.g.:

(i) If 10 overs are to be received the match ends at the fall of the 3rd wicket, if the

total number of runs required has not been reached.

(ii) If 33 overs to be received the match ends at the fall of the 8th wicket, if the total

number of runs required has not been reached.

The match is over when either the adjusted total of required runs has been scored

or the mandated number of wickets has fallen or the defined number of overs has 

been bowled. The mandated number of overs does not have to be bowled irrespective 
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once the required number of runs has been scored or wickets have fallen i.e. the total 

runs required could be scored in less than the minimum number of overs.
(f) The (2000 Code 2nd Edition - 2003) MCC Laws of Cricket will apply with the

following exceptions:

(i) Bowlers’ overs limit

(a) If a match starts as a 45(40 in Embee Trophy) over match, no bowler 

may bowl more than 9(8) overs; this allowance will not be reduced if the 

number of overs is subsequently reduced. If the start of the match is delayed 

and both teams are restricted to less than 45 overs, no bowler may bowl more 

than a fifth of the total overs allowed except when the number is not divisible

by five. Up to four bowlers may then bowl one extra over (e.g. in a 32 over

match, two bowlers may bowl 7 overs with a maximum of 6 overs for

other bowlers.) These allowances will not be reduced if the number of

overs in the second innings is subsequently reduced.

(b) If a bowler is unable to complete an over, the remaining balls will be

bowled by another bowler, such part of an over being counted as a full

over so far as the replacement bowler’s over limit is concerned.

(ii) Restriction on field placements

At the instant of delivery, a minimum of four fieldsmen (plus the bowler and

wicketkeeper) must be within an area bounded by two semi-circles, one

centred on each middle stump (each with a radius of 30 yards) and joined by

parallel lines, one on each side of the pitch. In the event of an infringement,

the striker’s end umpire will call and signal ‘no ball’. The fielding circle

should be marked by painted white dots at five yards intervals, each dot to

be covered by a white plastic or rubber (but not metal) disc measuring seven

inches in diameter.

(iii) Wide ball

Umpires are instructed to apply a very strict and consistent interpretation in

regard to Law 25.1 in order to prevent negative bowling wide of the wicket.

(iv) No ball

Umpires will call and signal ‘no ball’ if the ball pitches and passes, or would

have passed, over head height of the striker standing upright at the crease.

7. Result

(a) The winning team will be as follows:

(i) The team which scores the most runs.

(ii) If the scores are level, the team which has lost the lesser number of wickets.

(iii) If still equal, the team with the higher scoring rate over the first 25 overs of its

innings, or over the first 10 overs in a match restricted by virtue of Rule 6(c)

above.

(iv) If still equal, the team which has lost the lesser number of wickets during the

first 25 overs of its innings, or over the first 10 overs in a match restricted by

virtue of Rule 6(c) above.

(v) If still equal, the team with the higher scoring rate over 20 overs, 15 overs, 10

overs and then reducing by 1 over progressively should be considered until

a result is obtained

(b) (i) In the event of weather conditions preventing the team batting second from

receiving a full quota of overs, Rule 6(e) will apply.

(ii) In the event of the team batting first being all out or declaring its innings

closed in less than its full quota of overs, the calculation of its run rate will

be based on the full quota of overs to which it would have been entitled (ie

45 overs unless in a match restricted by virtue of Rule 6(c) above) and will

apply only where a team batting second has not had the opportunity to bat

for the agreed number of overs.

Example: a total of 225 from 40 overs (in a 45 over match) has a scoring rate

of 5.000 not 5.625 runs per over.

(iii) If the team batting second is unable to bat for 20 overs due to weather

conditions, the match will be replayed within the time limit in accordance

with Rule 2(a) above. Should this not be possible, if the captains agree and

in order to avoid the toss of a coin (see Rule 2(a) above), the match will be

decided by a ‘bowl out’.

(c) The ‘bowl out’ will be organised thus:

(i) The umpires will be in charge and their decision will be final.

(ii) Five players from each team will bowl two over arm deliveries, each delivery

alternately with a member of the other team, at a wicket (conforming to Law

8) from a single stump pitched at a distance of 22 yards with, if practicable,

bowling, popping and return creases (conforming to Law 9).

(iii) The team which bowls down the wicket (as defined in Law 28.1[a]) the most

times will be the winner. If the scores are level, the same players will bowl

alternately, in the same order as before, one ball each to achieve a result on a

‘sudden death’ basis.

(iv) The captains will inform the umpires of the names of the players of each team

and of the order in which the players will bowl.

(v) The same suitably acceptable ball (not a new one) will be used by both teams.

(vi) Hits from ‘full tosses’ and ‘no balls’ will not be allowed but will count as

a ball bowled as will a ‘wide ball’, therefore extra balls will not be allowed.

(vii) If the original match has started, then the five players nominated to take part

in the ‘bowl out’ must be chosen from the eleven players selected to play in

the match.

(viii) No player will be allowed to stand in front of or behind or tend the wicket in

any way in order to act as a ‘target’ for the bowlers.

(ix) If, owing to circumstances, it is impossible to carry out the ‘bowl out’ on a

grass pitch, an artificial surface may be used.

(x) As a last resort, if circumstances make the ‘bowl out’ impossible, the

captains will toss a coin to decide the winner.

(d) In the event of a team defaulting on a fixture in this competition for an unacceptable

reason or playing an ineligible or unregistered player, the match will be awarded

to its opponents.

8. Scorers

(a) Each club will appoint a competent scorer for each match. Failure to provide

competent scorers for both 1st and 2nd XI Knockout matches will result in a fine of

£20.00 being imposed in respect of each failed appointment.

(b) The scoreboard will indicate the number of the over in progress at all times except

at the start of the ‘last hour’ in a league match when the number will revert to ‘1’

and thereafter show the over in progress of the minimum 20 overs.

(c) The home team’s scorer will be responsible for completing all details of the score

sheet within half an hour of the end of the match for signing by the umpires.

9. Telephoning of results to Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretaries

(a) Each home team captain/scorer will be responsible for telephoning the respective
Whole section to be rewritten if Play-cricket used
Fixtures and Results Secretary before 9:00 pm on the evening of a match with:
Item 11 on AGM list
(b) the line score together with number of overs bowled;

(c) the winner of the toss;

(d) brief details, giving scores over 30, 3 wickets or more, main partnerships, hat tricks

etc.

(e) it will still be necessary to telephone the details even if a match was conceded,

abandoned or if there was no decision.

(f) failure to telephone by the required time will result in the home team’s club being

fined the sum of £5.00.
10. Score sheets

(a) Score sheets will be provided by the Honorary Fixtures and Results Secretary.

(b) Each home team captain in all matches is responsible for ensuring that:

Whole section to be rewritten if Play-cricket used
(i) the score sheet is posted as soon as possible after the match in question using
Item 11 on AGM list
first class mail in order that it be received by the respective Fixtures and

Results Secretary before 5:00 pm on the Wednesday following the match.

(ii) a completed sheet is submitted even if a match has been abandoned or

conceded during play.

(c) Failure to comply with the above will result in the home club being fined the sum

of £5.00 and a further £5.00 if a sheet is received more than a week after the deadline.

(d) All clubs are responsible for providing any information regarding matches played,

as the Honorary Secretary may require from time to time, for the purposes of

maintaining the records of the Committee and resolving complaints and disciplinary

issues.
Appendix 2
L&DCC Cup Draws 2009
Business Assistance (NW) Liverpool and District Cricket Competition 

1st XI Knockout Business Assistance Knockout Trophy - 2009

(start 1:30 pm unless otherwise stated)
FIRST ROUND
(by Sunday June 14th)
1. Colwyn Bay v Burscough

2. Wallasey v St Helens

3. New Brighton v Newton le Willows

4. Formby v Highfield

5. Ainsdale v Ormskirk

6. Northern v Fleetwood Hesketh

7. Skelmersdale v Hightown

8. Leigh v Prestatyn

9. Rainford v Southport and Birkdale

10. St Helens Recs v Lytham
SECOND ROUND
(by Sunday July 5th)
11. winner of match 2 v winner of match 1

12. winner of match 3 v Wigan

13. Sefton Park v winner of match 4

14. winner of match 5 v Bootle

15. Orrell Red Triangle v winner of match 6

16. winner of match 7 v Liverpool

17. Rainhill v winner of match 8

18. winner of match 10 v winner of match 9
THIRD ROUND
(by Sunday July 26th)
19. winner of match 11 v winner of match 12

20. winner of match 13 v winner of match 14

21. winner of match 15 v winner of match 16

22. winner of match 17 v winner of match 18
SEMI-FINAL ROUND
(by Sunday August 16th at 12:30 pm)
23. winner of match 20 v winner of match 19

24. winner of match 22 v winner of match 21
FINAL
(on Sunday September 6th at 12:00 noon)
25. winner of match 23 v winner of match
Business Assistance (NW) Liverpool and District Cricket Competition 2nd XI Knockout Chester Cup – 2009
(start 1:30 pm unless otherwise stated)
FIRST ROUND
(by Sunday June 7th)
1. Wallasey v Norley Hall

2. Newton le Willows v St Helens

3. Wavertree v Skelmersdale

4. Parkfield Liscard v Bootle

5. Maghull v Burscough

6. Ormskirk v Highfield

7. Sefton Park v Northern

8. Southport and Birkdale v Leigh

9. Northop Hall v Ainsdale

10. Formby v Liverpool

11. Colwyn Bay v New Brighton
SECOND ROUND
(by Sunday June 28th)
12. winner of match 1 v Fleetwood Hesketh

13. winner of match 3 v winner of match 2

14. winner of match 4 v Southport Trinity

15. winner of match 5 v Orrell Red Triangle

16. winner of match 6 v Wigan

17. winner of match 8 v winner of match 7

18. winner of match 9 v Lytham

19. winner of match 11 v winner of match 10
THIRD ROUND
(by Sunday July 19th)
20. winner of match 12 v winner of match 13

21. winner of match 14 v winner of match 15

22. winner of match 16 v winner of match 17

23. winner of match 18 v winner of match 19
SEMI-FINAL ROUND
(by Sunday August 9th)
24. winner of match 21 v winner of match 20

25. winner of match 23 v winner of match 22
FINAL
(on Sunday September 13th at 12:00 noon)
26. winner of match 25 v winner of match 24

Business Assistance (NW) Liverpool and District Cricket Competition 3rd XI Knockout Embee Trophy – 2009
(start 2:00 pm unless otherwise stated)
FIRST ROUND
(on Saturday/Sunday April 11th/12th)
1. Birchfield Park v Bootle

2. Norley Hall v Newton le Willows
SECOND ROUND
(on Saturday/Sunday May 16th/17th)
3. Hightown v winner of match 1

4. Rainhill v Orrell Red Triangle

5. Southport Trinity v Colwyn Bay

6. Sefton Park v Ormskirk

7. St Helens Recs v Northern

8. Northop Hall v Fleetwood Hesketh

9. Wallasey v Maghull

10. Lytham v St Helens

11. Leigh v winner of match 2

12. Rainford v Alder

13. Wavertree v Huyton

14. Ainsdale v Formby

15. Prestatyn v Wigan

16. Caldy v New Brighton

17. Liverpool v Oxton

18. Highfield v Southport and Birkdale
THIRD ROUND
(on Sunday June 7th)
19. winner of match 4 v winner of match 3

20. winner of match 6 v winner of match 5

21. winner of match 8 v winner of match 7

22. winner of match 10 v winner of match 9

23. winner of match 12 v winner of match 11

24. winner of match 14 v winner of match 13

25. winner of match 16 v winner of match 15

26. winner of match 18 v winner of match 17
FOURTH ROUND
(on Sunday June 28th)
27. winner of match 19 v winner of match 20

28. winner of match 21 v winner of match 22

29. winner of match 23 v winner of match 24

30. winner of match 25 v winner of match 26
SEMI-FINAL ROUND
(on Sunday July 19th)
31. winner of match 28 v winner of match 27

32. winner of match 30 v winner of match 29

FINAL ROUND

(on Sunday August 9th) (1:00 pm)

33. winner of match 31 v winner of match 32
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