IMPORTANT NEW ECB VISA INFORMATION FOR LEAGUES AND CLUBS IN 2017

Date: 22nd February 2017

The ECB has written to say that:

" We know that understanding visa requirements for overseas players joining your club can be a tricky web to untangle. The difference between ‘professional sportspersons’ and ‘amateurs’ can seem blurred and knowing what you need to do legally, can therefore seem too difficult to bother with.

Following discussions with the Home Office, we’ve created a document with their approval that we hope makes it easier for clubs to understand - Home Office Immigration Rules for Cricket.
Unfortunately, we can’t provide you with legal advice directly. However, we’ll continue to do our best to explain your requirements in the simplest way possible. For more information, we recommend you visit the Home Office website or check out some useful links below as well as an FAQ sheet.

· Temporary Sporting Visa(Tier 5)
· Standard Visitor Visa
· Non-Visa National List
· FAQs(provided by the ECB)  

Should you have any further queries, please email us at managedmigration@ecb.co.uk. "

ECB: MANAGED MIGRATION UPDATE JANUARY 2017

Date: 20th January 2017

A letter from Paul Bedford - the ECB National Participation Manager - Leagues and Competitions

Dear All,

By way of an update on conversations ECB are having with the Home Office and a few of our few Premier Leagues I can confirm the following:-

1. ECB have amended the ‘non-ordinarily residents’ registration form to accommodate requested changes. Amateur Player League Registration Form attached.

 http://www.lpoolcomp.co.uk/uploaded_files/documents/011_Amateur_Player_League_Registration_Form_19_Jan_2017_v2__(2_files_merged).docx

2. We now have achieved greater clarity from Home Office on Player Pathways’ for non-ordinarily resident players seeking a visa. The Home Office are the only body that can determine eligibility but ECB, through the managedmigration@ecb.co.uk email address will assist clubs.

3. The Question and Answers have been updated and are attached. 
http://www.lpoolcomp.co.uk/uploaded_files/documents/012_ECB_Managed_Migration_Q_and_As_19_01_2017.docx

It is expected that all ECB Accredited Premier Leagues will use the revised Amateur Player Registration Form. Use of this Form does not prevent the League from continuing with its own process of separating Category 3/3E Players and using Play Cricket to do so. ECB will be checking that ECB Accredited Premier Leagues are in possession of the forms from clubs that have registered non-ordinarily resident players.
Once we have decided ‘Best Practice’ with Accredited Premier Leagues we will be contacting other Leagues via their County Boards to request that, in-line with Home Office policy they adopt a similar process.







Player Pathway definition:-

A player may be considered to be on a “Pathway” and therefore classified as a “Professional Sportsperson”, if that person has played cricket above U17 at state/ province/ territory level (paid or unpaid) in any country.

Note the words, ‘may be considered’, as it is the Home Office that decides if a player is eligible to enter the country and play under a particular visa and not ECB. Our advice is that the closer a player is to the ‘boundary edge’ of eligibility the greater the need to gain certainty from the Home Office.
I have also pasted a set of slides that we tested with Nottinghamshire Cricket Board last night which I am sure will be of help. Once refined we will place with the Q&As on the ECB Club Support Page on the website.http://www.lpoolcomp.co.uk/uploaded_files/documents/013_Managed_Migration_Slides__19_Jan_2017.docx
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