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Pitch Marking

Last season some Leagues took the initiative and
used the extended pitch-marking report form,
which was included as part of the officials match
reporting process. This ‘pitch’ section then ran in
parallel with the other existing page on ‘outfield’
marking.

During the close season, with the expectation that
this overall report summary would become the
‘standard’ in all Premier Leagues, Martin Ford
consulted with other interested parties, and revised
some of the wordings.

For those of you officiating in other leagues or in club and school matches, it
may be helpful for you to become familiar with the process generally, and these questions in
particular, and so we have included the appropriate pages below.

Some members have expressed the view that they are ‘officials’ and not ‘groundsmen’ and therefore
have neither the knowledge nor competence to make comments that could affect a club’s status.
Others have also queried some of the wordings. Both sets of opinions are pertinent, but nevertheless
we must accept that this has been designated as a responsibility for officials, and in the meantime
the training and advising of officials to recognise a ‘national’ standard is very much work-in-
progress, so please be involved.

Grading Uneveness Seam Carry &
Criteria of bounce Movement Bounce um L
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Good one one/Little Good None/Little 5
Good Little Little Just Lacking Little 4
Above ” i A :
|
Average Occasional Occasional Lacking Occasional 3
Below More than More than Minimal More than >
Average Occasional Occasional Occasional
Poor Excessive Excessive Very Minimal Excessive 1
Unfit A pitch is only rated unfit if it is dangerous
Marks

B Add up the scores for each of the Categories to provide the Total Pitch Score and place a score out of a
maximum of 20 in the right hand box.

B In the event of a ‘spinner’ not bowling in the match it is not possible to accurately score ‘Category — Turn’
Therefore, at the discretion of the umpire a mark of either 3 or 4 should be awarded to enable the calculation of
the Total Pitch Score. This discretion can be applied on the basis of all other pitch characteristics an umpire has
seen on the day.

Abandoned or suspended matches

B If the match does not take place it shall NOT form part of the Total Pitch Score for the season.
B A minimum of 50% of the initially scheduled overs at the start of a days play must be bowled to be used in Total
Pitch Score for the season.

In an ECB Premier Division the club should aim to achieve a minimum Total Pitch score of 14 for each match
with no pitch receiving any score lower than a 3 in any column.

In the event of an umpiring marking below 3 the League Facilities' executive or equivalent should investigate
the circumstances and act accordingly.

e-mail us at ecbaco@ecb.co.uk 4  contact us on 0121 446 2710





